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Limitations

AECOM Infrastructure & Environment UK Limited ("AECOM") has prepared this Report forthe sole use
of Plaistowandfold Parish Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group (“Client”) inaccordance with the
Agreementunderwhich our services were performed. No otherwarranty, expressed orimplied, is
made as to the professional advice includedin this Report orany other services provided by AECOM.

Where the conclusionsand recommendations containedin this Reportare baseduponinformation
provided by others itis uponthe assumptionthatall relevantinformation has been provided by those
parties fromwhomithas beenrequestedand that suchinformationis accurate. Information obtained
by AECOM has notbeenindependently verified by AECOM, unless otherwise stated inthe Report.

The methodologyadopted andthe sources of information used by AECOM in providingits services
are outlined inthis Report. The work describedinthis Reportwas undertakeninthe period May 2017
to August 2017 andisbased onthe conditions encountered and the information available duringthe
said periodoftime. The scope of this Reportand the services are accordingly factually limited by these
circumstances.

Where assessments of works or costsidentifiedin this Reportare made, suchassessmentsare based
upontheinformation available at the time and where appro priate are subject to furtherinvestigations
orinformationwhich maybecome available.

AECOM disclaimany undertaking or obligationto advise any person of any change inany matter
affecting the Report, which may come orbe brought to AECOM's attention after the date of the Report

Certainstatements made inthe Report that are not historical facts may constitute estimates,
projections or other forward-looking statements and even though they are based onreasonable
assumptions as of the date of the Report, such forward-looking statements by their nature involve
risks and uncertainties that could cause actualresults to differ materially from the results predicted.
AECOM specifically doesnot guarantee orwarrant any estimate or projections containedinthis
Report.

Copyright

© This Reportis the copyright of AECOM Infrastructure & Environment UK Limited. Any unauthorised
reproduction orusage byany person otherthanthe addresseeis strictly prohibited.
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A strategic environmental assessment has been undertaken to inform the Plaistow and Ifold Parish
Neighbourhood Plan. This process is required by the SEA Regulations.

NeighbourhoodPlan groups use SEAto assessNeighbourhood Plans against a set of sustainability
objectives developed in consultation with interested parties. The purpose of the assessmentis to
avoid adverse environmental and socio-economic effects through the Neighbourhood Plan, and
identify opportunities to improve the environmental quality of the area covered by the Neighbourhood
Plan and the quality of life of residents.

The Plaistow and Ifold Parish Neighbourhood Plan (PIPNP) presents a plan for the administrative area of
PlaistowandIfold Parish forthe period to 2029. Preparedto bein conformity withthe Chichester Local
Plan: Key Policies 2014-2029, and the emerging South Downs National Park Authority (SDNPA) Local
Plan, itsets out a vision and a range of policies for the Neighbourhood Plan area. These relate to a
range of topics, including, but not limited to, housing provision, the quality of life of residents,
employment and the protection and enhancement of the environment.

It is currently anticipated that the PIPNP will be submitted to Chichester District Council in 2017. As
the Neighbourhood Plan area includes sections of two local authorities, itis the role of Chichester
District Council to consult with the SDNPA at the draft submission stage of the Neighbourhood Plan.

This Environmental Report, whichaccompanies the current consultation on the PIPNP, is the second
document to be produced as part of the SEA process. The first document was the SEA Scoping
Report(June 2017), whichincludes information about the Neighbourhood Planarea's environment and
community.
The purpose of this Environmental Reportis to:

1. Identify, describe and evaluate the likely significant effects of the PIPNP and alternatives; and

2. Provideanopportunity for consultees to offerviews onanyaspect of the SEA process which
has been carried out to date.

The Environmental Report contains:

o Anoutline of the contents and main objectives of the PIPNP and its relationship with other
relevantpolicies, plansand programmes;

o Relevantaspects of the current and future state of the environment and key sustainability
issues;

e The SEA Framework of objectivesagainst which the PIPNP has been assessed;
e Theappraisal of alternative approachesforthe PIPNP;
o Thelikelysignificantenvironmental effects of the PIPNP;

e Themeasures envisagedto prevent,reduce and asfully as possible offset any significant
adverse effects as a result of the PIPNP; and

o Thenext steps forthe PIPNP and accompanying SEA process.

Prepared for: Plaistow and Ifold Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group AECOM
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The NeighbourhoodPlanhas been prepared in through the provisions of the Chichester Local Plan:
Key Policies 2014-2029. Policy 5 of this document highlights that Plaistow & Ifold Parish should deliver
inthe region of ten dwellings inthe plan period to 2029.

Taking this further, the emerging Site Allocation Development Plan Document (DPD), which will be the
subject of examinationin publicin September 2017, identifies that Plaistow &Ifold Parish should
deliverthe ten dwellings onthe site ‘Land North of Little Springfield Farm' (Policy PL1).

However the Parish Council, through the Neighbourhood Plan process, has been keento consider
alternative sites inthe parish formeeting the Local Plan requirement.

A key aim of the Neighbourhood Planis to ensure thathousing deliveredin the parishis appropriate for
local needs. As suchitwas agreedthathousing deliveryinthe parish shouldbe undertakenthrough
anallocation of one site ofeleven dwellings. Thisis giventhe provisionsif national policy which states
that contributionsto affordable housing should not be sought for developments of ten or fewer
dwellings. Alongside, Policy 34 of the Local Plan states thata 30% affordable housing contribution on
sitewill be soughtas part of residentialdevelopment where there is a net increase of dwellings of
elevenorabove.

In light of this, the Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group considered where broadly inthe parish sucha
developmentshouldgo.

In light of these elements, the SEA process has consideredfour options, witha view to exploringthe
sustainabilityimplications of deliveringa site of ¢.11 dwellings in four alternative locations in the parish.
Correspondingwith the four settlements of the Neighbourhood Plan area, the options are as follows:

e Option1: Deliverc.11 dwellings on one site within Ifold

e QOption2 Deliverc.11 dwellings on one site within Plaistow

e QOption3: Deliverc.11 dwellings on one site within Durfold Wood
e Option4: Deliverc.11 dwellings on one site within Shillinglee

Thesefourbroad optionswere then appraised as 'reasonable alternatives'against both the baseline
and relatively (i.e. against each other). These were consideredthrough the SEA Framework of
objectives and assessment questions developed during scoping and the four optionshave been
ranked interms of their sustainability performance against the relevant SEA Theme.

Thefindings of the appraisalare presentedin Table 4.1 in the main body of the Environmental Report.

Followingthe consideration of where broadly new development should go in the Neighbourhood Plan
area, and the outcomes of consultation events undertaken forthe PIPNP, itwas decided that Plaistow
would bethe appropriatelocationforanallocationinthe Neighbourhood Plan. Thisis giventhere being
significantly more services andfacilitiesin the village than the other settlements considered, including
the following:

e school;

e pre-school;
e shop;

e publichouseg

o villagegreen;

Prepared for: Plaistow and Ifold Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group AECOM
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e childrens'playground;
e villagehall;and

e church.

Followingthe choice of Plaistow as the appropriate location for new housing, the SEA processhas
considered the three sites which were proposedin Plaistow as potential locations forallocation
through the Neighbourhood Plan. The three sites are as follows:

e Land Opposite the Green, Plaistow (0.8ha)
e Land Adjacentto Todhurst, Plaistow (0.8na)
e |and Adjacentto the Dairyand Edmund's Hill, Plaistow (0.8ha)

To supportthe consideration of the suitability of these sites, the SEA process hasundertakenan
appraisal of the key environmental constraints present at each of the three sites and potential effects
that mayarise. Tables 4.2 to 4.4inthe Environmental Report present the findings of the appraisals.

Following the consideration of the findings ofthe site assessments undertaken for the Neighbourhood
Plan, the SEA findings, consultation events andan ongoing consideration of viability and achievability,
the current version of the Neighbourhood Plan allocates one site in Plaistow for eleven dwellings atthe
Land opposite the Greensite.

In relationto the Land adjacent to Todhurst site, thiswas not taken forward asitwas recognised that
parking and traffic issues in the adjacent Nell Ball housing areawould be exacerbated by additional
housing. Alongside, the water resources utility, Southern Water,informedthat they require unrestricted
access to the pumping stationfora 9m vehicle, which would incur further restrictions.

With regard to the Land adjacent to the Dairy site, itwas established that the impact of providingan
access to this site wouldresultin potentialharmto significant trees present on site and the hedge
adjacentto theroad verge. Alternative access pointswere also considered, but due to land ownership
issues whichwere notable to beresolved,itwas decidedto discontinue the consideration of the site
forthe purposes ofthe Neighbourhood Plan.

The current consultation version of the PIPNP presents 17 planning policies for guiding development
in the Neighbourhood Plan area.

Utilising the SEA Framework of objectives and assessment questions developed during the earlier
scoping stage of the SEA, the SEA processhas assessed the policies put forward through the current
version of the PIPNP. The Environmental Report has presented the findings of the assessment under
the following sustainability themes:

e Biodiversity and geodiversity

e (limatic factors (including flood risk)
e | andscape and historic environment
e Land, soil and water resources

e Population and community

o Health and wellbeing

e Transportation
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The appraisal has concluded that the current version of the PIPNP is likely to lead to significant positive
effects in relation to the ‘population and community’ and ‘health and wellbeing’ sustainability
objectives. These benefits largely relate to the carefully targeted spatial approach proposed by the
draftplan, the focus onimprovingthe quality of life of residents in the Neighbourhood Plan area and
the Neighbourhood Plan’s impetus on protecting and enhancing open space and the quality of the
public realm.

In addition, the Neighbourhood Plan has a strongfocus on protecting and enhancing landscape and
villagescape character and the setting of the historic environment, leading to significant positive
effects in relation to the ‘landscape and historic environment’ theme.

The current version of the PIPNP will initiate a number of beneficial approaches regarding the
‘biodiversity, ‘transportation’, ‘land, soil and water resources' and ‘climatic factors' sustainability
themes. However these are not consideredto be significant in the context of the SEA process given
the scope of the Neighbourhood Plan and the scale of proposals.

Onerecommendation hasbeen madeinthis chapter forimproving the sustainability performance of
the PIPNP. Thisisas follows:

o Whilstthe Village Design Statement will provide a robust basis for the protection of landscape/
villagescape quality and the historic environmentin the Neighbourhood Plan area, the PIPNP
should seekto ensure thatall development inand adjacent to the Plaistow Conservation Area
is carried outin conjunctionwith the Plaistow Conservation Area Character Appraisal &
Management Proposals Chichester District Council, May 2013). Thiswillhelp ensure thatthe
key features and areas of importance covered by the conservation area are conserved,and
opportunities forenhancement are realised.

This recommendation should be considered through the nextiteration of plan making for the PIPNP.

Subsequent to the current consultation on the Neighbourhood Plan, the PIPNP will be updated to
reflect comments received. The Environmental Reportwill be updated to reflectthe changes made to
the plan.

The PIPNP and updated Environmental Report will then be submitted to Chichester District Council for
its consideration. Chichester District Council will consider whether the planis suitable to go forwardto
Independent Examinationin terms of the PIPNP meeting legalrequirements and its compatibility with
the Chichester Local Plan: Key Policies 2014-2019, and the emerging SDNPA Local Plan.

If the subsequentIndependent Examinationis favourable, the PIPNP will be subject to a referendum,
organisedby Chichester District Council. If more than 50% of those who vote agree with the plan, then
itwill be passed to Chichester District Council witha requestitis adopted. Once adopted, the PIPNP
will become part of the Development Plan for Plaistow and Ifold Parish.

Prepared for: Plaistow and Ifold Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group AECOM
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AECOM has been commissionedto undertake anindependent Strategic Environmental Assessment
(SEA)insupportof the emerging Plaistow andfold Parish Neighbourhood Plan (PIPNP).

The PIPNP is currently being prepared as a Neighbourhood Development Plan under the Localism Act
2011. The Neighbourhood Plan area, which includes the parish area of Plaistow and Ifold (Figure 1.1),is
being preparedin the context of the Chichester Local Plan: Key Policies 2014-2019, and the emerging
South Downs National Park Authority (SDNPA) Local Plan.

It is currently anticipated that the PIPNP will be submitted to Chichester District Council laterin 2017.
As the Neighbourhood Plan areais within the boundaries of two local authorities, itis the role of
Chichester District Council to consult with the SDNPA at the draft submission stage of the
neighbourhood planas part of the consultation under Regulation 16 of the Neighbourhood Planning
(General) Regulations 2012 (as amended).

Keyinformationrelatingto the PIPNP is presentedin Table 1.1.

Name of Qualifying Body PlaistowandIfold Parish Council

Title of Plan PlaistowandIfold Parish Neighbourhood Plan (PIPNP)
Subject Neighbourhoodplanning

Purpose The PIPNP is being preparedas a Neighbourhood

DevelopmentPlanunderthe Localism Act2011and
NeighbourhoodPlanning (General) Regulations 2012. The
planwill be in general conformity with the Chichester Local
Plan: Key Policies 2014-2029, and the emerging South
Downs National Park Authority (SDNPA) LocalPlan.

The PIPNP will be used to guide and shape development
withinthe Plaistowandlfold Parish Neighbourhood Plan

area.
Timescale To 2029
Area covered bythe plan The Neighbourhood Plan area coversthe parish of Plaistow

and Ifold in Chichester Districtin West Sussex. The
Neighbourhood Plan area iswithin the boundaries of two
local authorities, with the western part of the
NeighbourhoodPlan area covered by the South Downs
National Park Authority, and the majority covered by the are
administeredby Chichester District Council, see (Figure 1.1)

Summary of content The PIPNP will set outavision, strategy and range of
policies forthe Neighbourhood Plan area.

Plan contact point Beverley Weddell, Parish Clerk

PlaistowandIfold Parish - Neighbourhood Plan Steering
Group

Email address:

Prepared for Plaistow and Ifold Parish Neighbourhood PlanSteering Group AECOM
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The PIPNP has beenscreened inas requiring an SEA.

SEA is amechanism for considering and communicating the likely significant effects of an emerging
plan, and reasonable alternativesinterms of key environmental issues. Theaim of SEAis to inform and
influence the plan-making process with a view to avoiding or mitigating negative environmental effects
and maximising positive effects. Throughthis approach, the SEA forthe PIPNP seeks to maximise the
emerging Neighbourhood Plan’s contribution to sustainable development.

The SEA has beenprepared inline withthe procedures prescribed by the Environmental Assessment
of Plans and Programmes Regulations 2004 (the SEA Regulations) which transpose into national law
the EU Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) Directive'.

The SEA Regulations require thatareportis published for consultation alongside the draft plan that
‘identifies, describes and evaluates' the likely significant effects of implementing 'the plan, and
reasonable alternatives. Thereport must thenbe takeninto account, alongside consultation
responses, whenfinalising the plan.

In line with the SEA Regulationsthis Environmental Report must essentially answer four questions:
o Whatisthescope ofthe SEA?
o Whathas plan-making/SEA involved up to this point?
o 'Reasonablealternatives musthave beenappraisedforthe plan.
o Whatarethe appraisal findings at this stage?
o i.e.inrelationto thedraftplan.
¢ Whathappens next?

These questionsare derived fromSchedule 2 of the SEA Regulations, which present ‘the information
to be provided withinthereport. Table 1.2 presentsthe linkages between the regulatory requirements
and the four SEA questions.

' Directive 2001/42/EC

Prepared for Plaistow and Ifold Parish Neighbourhood PlanSteering Group AECOM
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This documentis the Environmental Report for the PIPNP and hence needs to answer allfour of the
questions listedabove with a view to providing the information required by the SEA Regulations.

Each of the four questions is answered inturn withinthis report, as follows:

What's the
scope of the
SEA?

Whatis the plan

Anoutline of the contents, main objectives of the plan

seeking to and relationship with other relevant plans and
achieve? programmes
The relevant environmental protection objectives,
Whatis the establishedatinternational ornational level
sustainability Any existing environmental problems which are relevant
‘context”? to the planincludingthoserelatingto anyareas ofa
particularenvironmental importance
Therelevantaspects of the current state of the
environmentand the likely evolution thereof without
Whatis the |mplem§ntat|on oftheplan . .
o The environmental characteristics of areas likely to be
sustainability L
‘ S significantly affected
baseline? L . .
Any existing environmental problems which are relevant
to the planincludingthoserelatingto anyareas ofa
particularenvironmental importance
Whatare the k I
issjé:(;t exey Key problems/issues and objectives that shouldbe a
objectives? focus of (i.e. provide a framework' for) assessment

What has plan-making/SEA involved

up to this point?

Outlinereasons for selecting the alternatives dealt with
(and thus an explanation of the reasonableness’ of the
approach)

The likely significant effects associated with alternatives
Outlinereasons for selecting the preferred approachin-
light of alternatives appraisal/a description of how
environmental objectives and considerations are
reflected inthe draftplan.

What are the assessment findings at

Thelikely significant effects associated with the draft
plan
The measures envisagedto prevent, reduce and asfully

thi ? . o
Is stage as possible offsetany significantadverse effects of
implementing the draft plan
[
What happens next? The next steps for planmaking/SEA process.

2 Environmental Assessment of Plans and Programmes Regulations 2004
3 NB this column does not quote directly from Schedule Il of the Regulations. Rather, itreflects a degree of interpretation.

Prepared for Plaistow and Ifold Parish Neighbourhood PlanSteering Group AECOM
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The Plaistowand Ifold Parish Neighbourhood Planis being preparedin the context of the adopted
Chichester Local Planand the emerging South Downs Local Plan.

The Chichester Local Plan: Key Policies 2014-2029 wasadopted in2015and provides a broad policy
frameworkand along term strategy to manage development, protect the environment, deliver
infrastructure and promote sustainable communities within Chichester District, excluding the area of
the district whichlies within the South Downs National park.

Plaistow/Ifold togetheris designatedas a Service Village inthe Local Plan. Outside of Chichester city
and the 'Settlement Hubs' of East Wittering/Bracklesham, Selsey, Southbourne and Tangmere, the
Service Villages willbe the focus for new development and facilities inthe district. Inthis contextthe
Local Plan sets out that the following will be appropriate in the Service Villages:

¢ Small scale housingdevelopments;

e Local communityfacilities, includingvillage shops, that meetidentified needswithin the village,
neighbouringvillages and surrounding smaller communities, and will help make the settlement
more self-sufficient; and

e Small scale employment, tourismorleisure proposals.

In terms of housing numbers, Policy 5 of the Local Plansuggests that ten dwellings should be
delivered in Plaistow& Ifold Parishinthe period 2014 to 2029. Italsohighlights that suitable sites
should beidentified through the Neighbourhood Plan.

The CDC are atanadvanced stage of preparing a further development plan document - The Site
Allocation Preferred Approach Development Plan Document (DPD). This will be the subject of
ExaminationinPublicin September2017. The DPD is intended to deliver the housing numbers and
employmentas setoutinthe adoptedLocal Plan. The DPD identifies that Plaistow & Ifold Parish should
deliverabout 10 units to meet the identified housing requirement on the following site: Land to the
North of Little Springfield Farm.

However, following discussions between the Parish Council and CDC, the Neighbourhood Planis
seeking to allocate an alternative site. This hasbeendiscussedinmore detail in Section 4.3 of this
Environmental Report.

The South Downs National Park Authority (SDNPA) was establishedon 1 April 2011 and is the
statutory Local Planning Authority (LPA) for the National Parkarea. National Park Authoritiesare
independent authorities operatingwithin the localgovernment framework. They have two statutory
purposes:

Purpose 1: To conserve and enhance the natural beauty, wildlife and culturalheritage of the area; and

Purpose 2: Topromote opportunities for the understanding and enjoyment of the special qualities of
National Parks by the public.
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If there is a conflict between the two, conservation takes precedence.*

In addition, SDNPAhas a duty under Section 62 of the Environment Act 1995 to workin partnership
with other organisations to foster the socio-economic well-being of local communities within the
National Park, in support of the above purposes. Section 62 alsorequiresallrelevantauthorities,
including statutory undertakers and other publicbodies, to have regard to these Purposes. Where
there is anirreconcilable conflict between the statutory Purposes, the Sandford® Principle is statutorily
required to be appliedand the first Purpose of the National Park willbe given priority.

The South Downs Local Planis currently being prepared by the South Downs National Park Authority
and the Pre-Submission version of the Local Plan will be releasedin September 2017. The latest
version of the South Downs Local Plan does notinclude allocations or housingnumbersforthe part of
the Neighbourhood Planareawithin the National Park.

2.2 Vision for the PIPNP

Thevisionforthe PlaistowandIfold Neighbourhood Plan, which was developed during earlier stages of
plandevelopment, is as follows:

‘We care about where we live. We want to protect our sense of community,
the safety and rural tranquility thatwe value. It's why we live here and why we
chooseto raise our families here, amongst generations of friends and familiar
faces.

Our four unique settlements will grow naturally; sympathetically blending new
withold; respectingthe character, naturalboundaries and vistas of this
special part of West Sussex; protecting our environment and quality of life for
thoseliving and working here todayand for the generations tocome".

Vision for the Plaistow and Ifold Neighbourhood 5y
Plan

To supportthe Neighbourhood Plan’s vision, the PIPNP sets outa number of Neighbourhood Plan
policies. The latestiteration of these policies has been appraisedin Chapter 5 of this Environmental
Report.

4 Defra (2010) English National Parks and the Broads UK Government Vision and Circular 2010
® The Sandford Principle — a statement first made by Lord Sandford in his committees report on possible changes to the
managementand legislation governing National Parks and now in the Environment Act 1995 which states that: 'if itappears that

there isa conflict between those two Purposes, any relevant Authority shall attach greater weight to the first [Purpose]'.
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The SEA Regulations require that: “When deciding on the scope and level of detail of the information
that mustbeincluded inthe report, the responsible authority shall consult the consultation bodies”. In
England, the consultation bodies are Natural England, the Environment Agency and Historic England.®
These authorities were consulted on the scope of the PIPNP SEA in June 2017.

The purpose of scopingwasto outline the 'scope’ of the SEA through setting out:

o Acontextreview of the key environmental and sustainability objectives of national, regional
and local plansand strategies relevant to the Neighbourhood Plan;

e Baseline data againstwhichthe Neighbourhood Plan canbe assessed,

o Thekey sustainabilityissuesforthe NeighbourhoodPlan;and

e An'SEAFramework of objectives against which the Neighbourhood Plan can be assessed.
Baselineinformation (including the context review and baseline data) is presentedin Appendix A.

Comments received on the Scoping Report, and how they have been consideredand addressed, are
presented in Table 3.1. Inaddition to the statutory consultation bodies, comments from Chichester
District Council and the South Downs National Park Authority have also beenincluded within Table 3.1.

8 In-line with Article 6(3).of the SEA Directive, these consultation bodies were selected because by reason of their specific
environmental responsibilities,[they] are likely to be concerned by the environmental effects of implementing plans and
programme”.’
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Natural England
Alison Giacomelli, Lead Adviser — Sustainable Development

No further recommendations made. The scopingreport has covered all
the areas thatare within Natural England’s statutory remit (designated
nature conservation sites, protected landscapes, species and soils),
and picked up all theissuesthat we would like to see covered.

Comment noted

Historic England
Martin Small, Principal Adviser — Historic Environment Planning

General Comments

The nature of the locally-ledneighbourhood plan processis thatthe
community itself should determine its ownagendabased ontheissues
aboutwhichitis concerned. Atthe sametime, as anational
organisationableincreasingly to draw upon our experiences of
neighbourhood planning exercises across the country, ourinputcan
help communities reflect uponthe special (heritage) qualitieswhich
define theirarea to bestachieve aims and objectivesforthe historic
environment. To this end information on our website might be of
interest. Inaddition, general guidance on Sustainability Appraisaland
the historic environmentis setoutinHistoric England’s publication
"Strategic Environmental Assessment, Sustainability Appraisaland The
Historic Environment”

The Historic Englandwebsite
along withthe recommended
guidance documenthave been
considered

Structure of the Landscape and Historic Environment Chapter

We suggest treatinglandscape and the historic environment as
separate matters. Both are substantial matters in their own right, worthy
of separate consideration astheyare subject to differentissues. Taking
the two together could lead to the masking of effects on one orthe
other.

Althoughlocated within the same
chapter ofthe SEA Scoping
Report, the landscape and historic
environment considerations have
beendiscussedinseparate
sections within this chapter.

Policy Considerations

Giventhat part of the Planarea lies within the South Downs National
Park, particularlyif this sectionis to continue to referto landscape as
well as the historic environment, then paragraph 115 ofthe National
Planning Policy Framework should alsobe cited:

“Greatweight should be given to conserving landscape and scenic
beautyin National Parks, the Broads and Areas of Outstanding Natural
Beauty, which have the highest status of protection in relation to
landscape and scenic beauty. The conservationof wildlife and cultural
heritage areimportant considerationsin all these areas, and shouldbe
given greatweightin National Parks andthe Broads.”

Althoughnot “policy” as such, itmightalsobe worth citing the National
Planning Practice Guidance's advice that Neighbourhood Plans should
include enoughinformation, where relevant, “about local heritage to
guide decisions and put broader strategic heritage policies fromthe
local planinto action ata neighbourhoodscale”and “aboutlocalnon-
designated heritage assets including sites of archaeological interest to
guide decisions”.

Prepared for Plaistow and Ifold Parish Neighbourhood PlanSteering Group
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Strategic Environmental Assessment for the Environmental Report to accompany

Plaistow and Ifold Parish Neighbourhood Plan Regulation 14 consultation
Wewould expectthe ScopingReportto setouttheindicatorsor Indicators foreach objective and
measures bywhichthe policiesand proposals of the Plancanbe assessment question were not

assessedagainst the objectivesand sub-objectives. Appendix 4 ofthe  included asitis notpossibleto
Historic Englandadvice on Strategic Environmental Assessmentsand  specifically measure at this

the Historic Environment contains a range of possible indicators for assessmentstage the extentto
assessingandmonitoring the performance of the policiesand whichthe baselineis likely to
proposalsof the Planagainst a historic environment objective.Notallof  change.

these will berelevant, butwe suggest that the followingbe considered:

¢ the numberand percentage of different heritage assetsatrisk;

o the percentage of planning applications where archaeological
investigations were required prior to approval; and

o the percentage of planning applications where archaeological
mitigation strategies were developed andimplemented.

Additionallnclusions and/or Amendments to the Baseline Information Commentnoted.

Has there beena characterisation of the Plan area as a whole? Historic
England considers that Neighbourhood Development Plans shouldbe
underpinned by a thorough understanding ofthe characterand special
qualities of the area covered by the Plan. We therefore suggesta
characterisation studyas a precursor to neighbourhood plansas such
a study canhelp informlocations and detailed design of proposed new
development, identify possible townscape improvements and establish
abaseline againstwhichto measure change.

We welcome the reference to buildings of historic and localimportance
and the examples given, butisthere anactual list of locallyimportant
buildings? If not, then this should alsobeidentifiedas a gapinthe
baseline. We alsowelcome the reference to the Chichester Historic
Environment Record butwouldalso welcome a reference to the West
Sussex Historic Landscape Character Assessment.

Alistoflocallyimportant buildings
has beenincluded within the
summary of the currentbaseline
forthe Landscape and Historic
Environment chapter. Details
aboutthe West SussexHistoric
Landscape Character
Assessmenthavealsobeen
included. The additionhas been
included as anassessment
questionwithinthe following SEA
objective: 'Protect, maintainand
enhance the cultural heritage
resource withinthe
NeighbourhoodPlanarea,
including the historicenvironment
and archaeologicalassets’.

We welcome the proposed sustainability objectivein sub-section 5.4 of Commentnoted and addressed.
the Reportand the proposed Assessment Questions, although we

would welcome an additional sub-objective “Conserve and enhance

archaeological remains, both scheduled andnon-scheduled, including

historic landscapes”.
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Additionallnclusions and/or Amendments to the Baseline Information

Has there beenany oris there any ongoing loss of character,
particularly withinthe Conservation Area, through inappropriate
development, inappropriate alterationsto properties under permitted
developmentrights, loss of vegetation orinsensitive street works?
Accordingto the NationalHeritage Listfor England

( ) Shillinglee
Courtis Grade lI*listed and withinthe parish. We consider that it would
be helpful to explainin more detailwhat the special interest of the
Conservation Area (the reasonforits designation)isin paragraph 5.3.1.

We do not consider the number orlocation of listed buildings or the
designation of the Conservation Area to be sustainability “issues” as
such, butpartof the baseline. The potential effects of new
developmentonthose heritage assets are, however, as recognisedin
the Scoping Report, a potential issue.

Information from the Village
Design Statementregarding the
Gradell* listed Shillinglee Court
has beenincluded inthe summary
of baseline conditions, along with
additional detail about the special
interest of the Plaistow
Conservation Area. Furthermore, a
summary ofanylosses of
characterhavealso been
included.

Additionallnclusions and/or Amendments to the Baseline Information

The condition of heritage assetsmayalsobe anissue. As notedin the
Scoping Report, the Historic England Heritage at Risk Register does not
include Gradell listed buildings outside London.However, we believe
that the South Downs National Park Authority has undertakena survey
of the gradelllisted buildingsin the Park—are any of the grade Il listed
buildings in that part of the Plan area within the National Parkidentified
as being atrisk? As no survey has apparently been undertaken of the
condition of the Grade lllisted buildingsin that part of the Plan area
outside the Park, this is rightlyidentifiedas a gapin the baseline.

This has beenincludedwithinthe
‘'summary of baseline conditions’
section of the Landscape and
Historic Environment chapter.
Details fromthe 2012/13
BuildingsatRisk Survey forthe
South Downs National Park have
also beenincluded.

Environment Agency
Marguerite Oxley, Sustainable Places Principal Officer

General Comments:

Togetherwith Natural England, English Heritage and Forestry
Commissionwe have published jointadvice on neighbourhood
planning which sets out sources of environmental information and
ideas onincorporatingthe environmentinto plans. Thisis available at:

Advice has been considered.

Flood Risk

Your NeighbourhoodPlan should conform to national andlocal policies
onfloodrisk:

* National Planning Policy Framework — para.100

'Inappropriate developmentinareas atrisk of flooding shouldbe
avoided by directingdevelopmentaway from areasat highestrisk, but
where developmentis necessary, makingit safe withoutincreasing
floodriskelsewhere’

* Chichester Local Plan: Key Policies 2014-2019:Key Policies Pre-
Submission - Draft Policy 42

... Flood and erosionriskwill be takeninto account atall stages inthe
planning processto avoidinappropriate developmentinareas at
current or futurerisk, and to direct development away from areas of
highestrisk..."

Paragraph 100 of the NPPF has
beenincluded withinthe ‘context
review' section of the Climate
Change chapter. Referenceis also
made to the Chichester Local
Plan: Key Policies 2014-2019
DraftPolicy 42
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We are pleased to see that all development proposed through your
NeighbourhoodPlan has been directed to areas of lowest risk of
flooding. This is consistent with the aims of national planning policy and
the emerging policies inthe Chichester District Local Plan.If you are
aware thatany of the sites have previously suffered flooding orare at
risk of other sources of floodrisk such as surface water or groundwater
floodingwe recommendyou seek the advice of West Sussex County
Counciland Chichester District Council.

In accordance with national planning policy the Sequential Test should
be undertakento ensure developmentis directedto the areas of lowest
floodrisk. Thisshould beinformed by the Environment Agency's flood
riskof flooding: map for planningand Chichester District Council's
Strategic Flood Risk Assessment (SFRA). We recommend you contact
Chichester District Council to discuss thisrequirement further.

Wewould have concerns if developmentis allocated in this high risk
flood zone without the Sequential Test being undertaken. Itis important
that your Planalso considerswhether the flood riskissues associated
with these sites can be safelymanagedto ensure development can
comeforward. Please contactus forfurtheradvice if any sites include
areas of FloodZone 3,whichis definedas havinga high probability of
flooding, aswe may have concerns with your Plan.

Comments noted.

Policies withinthe draft
Neighbourhood Plan have been
assessedagainsttheirability to
address floodriskissues,and are
further discussedin Section 5.5 of
this Environmental Report.

Wastewater Treatment

Chichester City, Fishbourne, Donnington and ApuldramNeighbourhood
Planareas fall within the drainage catchment of the Apuldram
Wastewater Treatment Works. There are concerns regarding the impact
of the storm overflow from the treatment works on the water qualityin
Chichester Harbour. We would recommend that you checkwith
Chichester District Council thatanyallocationis included within their
headroomassessment. You may alsowish to consider how you may
manage developmentlocally once the agreed headroom has been
used up.

Comments noted

Water Management

In February 2011, the Government signalled its belief that more locally
focussed decision makingand action should sitat the heart of
improvements to the water environment. Thisis widely known as the
catchment-basedapproachandhas beenadoptedto deliver
requirements underthe Water Framework Directive. Chichester District
Council lies withinthe South East River Basin Management Plan area.
This areais subdividedinto catchments. The relevant catchment for
your Districtis the Arun and Western Streams catchment. A Catchment
Partnership has been established foreach of these to directand
coordinate relevant activitiesand projects within the catchment
through the production of a Catchment Management Plan. The
Catchment Partnerships are supported by a broad range of
organisationsand individuals representing a whole host of interests.

Thefollowingwebsites provides informationthat should be of usein
developingyour Neighbourhood Plan:

The commenthas been
addressedwithinthe ‘context
review' section of the 'Land, Soils
and WaterResources' chapter.
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Infrastructure Delivery

We would recommend that environmentalinfrastructure, including
habitatenhancements, water storage areas, and green space, is taken
into accountwhenlooking to fund localinfrastructure.

Comment noted

Chichester District Council
Valerie Dobson, Principal Planning Officer

General Comments:

Theissues and the baseline data are wellidentifiedand the SEA
objectives are clearand concise. There are, however, alarge number of
assessment questions and we question whether all of these will be
useful in distinguishing between viable options for the Neighbourhood
Plan. There are 58 assessment questionsinthe scopingreportand this
is consideredto be high. The SEAshould be proportionate;itis not
clearwhether all of the questions are to be used forall of the options.
Thisis above the numberused inthe Local Plan review Sustainability
Appraisal whichincludes economicissuesnotincludedinan SEA.

Whilstthere alarge number of
assessmentquestions presented,
these provide an overall guide for
the assessment proposed. Each
optionand proposal has notbeen
considered one-by-one against
each of the questions; instead the
guestions have been considered
as awholeto provide anindication
of likely significant effects.

Local Authorityand Local Plan

The accurate name of the Chichester Local Planisthe Chichester Local
Plan: Key Policies 2014-2019: Key Policies 2014-2029 (CLPKP). We
suggestthatall references are amendedaccordingly.

CDCis the lead planning authority for the neighbourhood plan. We
suggestthetextis amended to reflect this as the draft submission
neighbourhood planisnotsubmittedto the South Downs National Park
Authority (SDNPA). Ratheritis therole of Chichester District Councilto
consultwiththe SDNPA atthe draft submission stage of the
neighbourhood planaspart of the consultation underregulation 16 of
the Neighbourhood Planning (General) Regulations 2012 (as amended).

It may be helpful to have an entry to show thatthe designatedareais
covered by two different planning authorities. Where the ‘Area covered
bythe plan'is included, the text could be adjusted to make this clear.

The SEA determinationhas beenmade by CDC as the appropriate
authority, ratherthan CDC and SDNPA. This section may benefitfrom
highlightingwhere the SEA determination letter set out the areas of
environmental concern.

Paragraph 10.1 -firstand second paragraphs after bullet 5. — This
should alsomake reference to the Parish Councilas itis the Parish
Council rather thanthe Neighbourhood Plan Group who will formally
agreethe version of the Planfor consultationas part of regulation 14
and, followingany changesas a result of the consultation, also formally
agree the draft submission Planfor CDC.

Thename of the local planhas
beenupdated, accordingly.

Text has beenamended withinthe
non-technical summary and
Section 1 of this Environmental
Report, inrespectof this fact.

Table 1.1 inthis Environmental
Reportstates thatthe
NeighbourhoodPlanareais
covered by two different planning
authorities.

Commentaddressedin Section 6,
Paragraph1 of this Environmental
Report.
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Comments onWording

Paragraph 5.4 - underthefirstheading of 'SEA Objective’ shouldthe
text read ‘Protect, conserve and enhance...'rather than 'Protect,
maintainand enhance...?'

Paragraph 6.3.2 - secondparagraph thereis a bracket missing after the
word replacement.

Paragraph 8.4 - underthefirstheading of 'SEA Objective’ shouldthe
text read Improve the healthand wellbeing of residents...”?

The SEA Objective has been

amended, inTable 3.2 of this
environmental report

Commentnoted and addressed
within Appendix A (section A.5) of
this environmental report

Commentnoted and addressedin
Table 3.2 of this environmental
report.

South Downs National Park Authority
Amy Tyler-dones — Planning Policy Officer

AirQuality

The sectiononairquality does notreference air qualityimpactson
biodiversity. Inlight of the High Courtrulingon the Lewes Joint Core
Strategyand subsequentimplications for measuringthe impact of
traffic movements on European designated nature sites, consideration
should be given to the potentialimpact of traffic movements on nearby

designatedsitesincluding Ebernoe Common andthe Mens which are
sensitive to air pollution.

Responseto this commentwas
received from the Neighbourhood
Plan Steering Group, stating that
the Parishis onlyallocating 10
dwellingswithinthe area. Air
gualityhas beenscopedout of
the SEA, dueto theabsence of
any significantimpacts.

Biodiversity

Referenceis madeto Ebernoe Common Special Area of Conservation
(SAC). However, the Mens SAC is also less than 7km away and
therefore the effects of developmentwill need to be consideredin
relationto the conservationfeatures and overallintegrity of both of
these sites underthe Habitats Directive. Both of these siteshave been
protected fortheirimportance forbats. Thismeans hasimplications for
the supporting habitats and commuting / foraging routes of bats which
may extend into the neighbourhood area and will need to be protected.

Details about the Mens SAC have
beenadded to the summary of
baseline conditions sectionwithin
the ‘Biodiversity chapter.

Boththe Ebernoe Common SAC
and the Mens SAC have also been
considered withinthe ‘key
sustainabilityissues' for
Biodiversity.

Landscape andHistoric Environment

The South Downs National Park gained International Dark Sky Reserve
statusin2016. Developmentwithin the setting of the National Park
musthave dueregard to the special qualities of the National Park. It
would be goodto see the protection of dark night skies withinthe
landscape objective of the sustainability framework.

Responseto this commentwas
received fromthe Neighbourhood
Plan Steering Group, mentioning
that the proposed development
siteis notwithinthe boundary of
the South Downs National Park.
The Neighbourhood Plan Steering
Group has also stated the
following “we will amendthe Draft
Plan Policy EH5 - Artificial Lighting
Emissions accordingly and add
underconformity references: the
SDNPA Scoping Response and
that the SDNP gained
International Dark Sky Reserve
Statusin20176.
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Drawing onthe review of the sustainability context and baseline, the SEA Scoping Reportwas able to
identifya range of sustainability issues that shouldbe a particularfocus of SEA. Theseissuesareas
follows, presented by eight environmental themes. Inthe absence of any significant or tangible issues,
one of these environmental themes have been scopedoutfor the purposes of the SEA process.

e Airqualityinthe PIPNPis good, withno significantissuesidentified.
e Thereareno Air Quality Management Areaswithin the Neighbourhood Plan area.

e Thebiogas plantlocatedat Crouchland Farm, Rickmans Lane, and Plaistowis likely to have some
contributionto air pollutantsinthe Neighbourhood Plan area.

e  Housing and employment growth mayimpact ontrafficand congestionin the PIPNP area, which
has the potential to increase emissionsand reduce air quality. However, giventhe low existing
baselineforairpollutants, this potentialimpactis unlikely to be significant.

As no significantair qualityissueshave beenidentifiedinthe Neighbourhood Plan area, air quality has
been scoped out for the purposes of the SEA process.

e TheEbernoe Common SAC and The Mens SAC are European Protected Sites locatedto the
south of the Neighbourhood Plan area.

e  Two SSSis arelocated within or partially within the PIPNP area.

e  Themajority of the Neighbourhood Plan area lieswithinan IRZ for one or more SSSI, with areas
around Plaistowand Ifold villageslying withinan IRZ for ‘Residential development of 100 units or
more'. This denotesthat developmentsites of over T00houses or more in size may have the
potential to have impacts on SSSIs presentlocally.

o Biodiversity Action Plan Habitats are present throughout the Neighbourhood Plan area,
supporting arange of species.

e Anincreaseinthebuiltfootprint of the Neighbourhood Plan area (associated with the delivery of
new housing and employmentland) has the potential to increase overall greenhouse gas
emissions.

e  ChichesterDistrict Council has a higher per capita emissionstotalthan both the South Eastand
England as a whole since 2005.

e  Severalresidential properties andareas of the local road network are within Flood Risk 3.

e Thepotential effects of climate change onthe PIPNP are varied. Assuchthereis aneed to
improve theresilience of the Neighbourhood Plan area by supporting end encouraging
adaptation strategies.

e Thewesternpartofthe NeighbourhoodPlanarea lieswithin the South Downs National Park.
e Thereare72 Gradelllisted buildings within the Neighbourhood Plan area.

e ThePlaistowConservation Area lieswithin the NeighbourhoodPlan area. ltwas extended in May
2013, after the Neighbourhood Plan area was designated.
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e  Whilstthereis a greater concentration of listed buildingsin Plaistow than Ifold, Ifold alsohas
significant historic environmentinterest. Forexample there are buildings of historic and local
importanceinlfold thatare notlisted; some of these date from the 1800s, including Butlers
formerly Alpine Cottage, HogwoodHouse, Ifold Cottage, Keepers Cottage, Trelayneand The
Lodge.

e Newdevelopmenthas the potential to lead to beneficialand adverse effects on the historic
environment, including through affecting the setting of cultural heritage assets and
landscape/townscape quality.

e Newdevelopmentcouldleadto pressuresonnon-designated sites andvillagescapes,including
fromtheloss of key builtand natural features.

e Improvementinaccess to and enhancement of, historic environment assetsand enhancements
to local distinctiveness through high quality development has potential for positive benefits for
tourism.

e Themainwatercourseinthe Neighbourhood Planareais the Weyand Arun Canal.

e Thewhole of the NeighbourhoodPlan area is located withina Nitrate Vulnerable Zone for surface
water.

e [tisuncertainwhether agricultural landin the Neighbourhood Plan areacomprisesland classified
as the 'bestand mostversatile'.

e  Amajorpollutioneventwas recorded inthe Neighbourhood Planareain 2016 (emanatingfrom
the unlawful expansion of an AD Unitinto anindustrial biogasplantat Crouchland Farm).

e Waterquality has the potentialto be affectedbypollutionincidents inthe area, the presence of
non-native species and future physical modifications to waterbodies.

e Recentpopulationincreaseswithinthe Neighbourhood Plan area are lower than the average rate
atwhich the district, regionaland nationalpopulation have grown.

e Theproportionofresidentswithinthe 16-24agerangeinthe parishissignificantly lower than
district, regional and national comparators. Similarly the populationwithinthe 24-44 agerangeis
significantly lower thanthe district, regional and national average.

e Ahigherproportion of residents within the Neighbourhood Plan area are employedin high skilled
occupations, suchas managers, directors and senior officials.

e  Themajority of residents within the Neighbourhood Plan area consider themselvesto have ‘very
good health' or'goodhealth’.

e Residents within the Neighbourhood Planarea have relatively low levels of disability when
compared with the regional, localand national averages.

e Agrowing population has the potentialto increase pressures on healthcare services, andis
therefore a significantinfluence on future health and wellbeing in the Neighbourhood Plan area.

e Thereisno railway stationwithinthe Neighbourhood Plan area; the nearest stations are at
Haslemere and Billingshurst.
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e Thereareatwo Compass Travel bussernvices running inthe area, with connectionsto nearby
towns, however they are very infrequent, and do notrun every day.

e Thereisaneed forcontinued enhancement to public transport networks in the Neighbourhood
Planarea.

e Afterdriving, the most secondmost popular method of travellingto workin Plaistowand Ifoldis to

workfromhome. Thereis the potentialforthe number of people workingfromhome to
significantlyincrease due to modernworking patterns such as agile and flexible working.

Theissues were then translated into an 'SEA Framework'. This SEA Framework providesa
methodologicalframeworkfor the appraisal of likely significant effects onthe baseline. The SEA
frameworkforthe PIPNP is presented below, excluding the environmental themes which have been
scoped out.
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Protectand enhanceall
biodiversityand
geologicalfeatures.

Will the option/proposalhelp to:

Supportthe statues of the European protected sites withinthe vicinity
of the Neighbourhood Planareaboundary, including: The Ebernoe
Common SAC and The Mens SAC?

Supportthe status of the nationally designated sites withinand/or in
the vicinity of the Neighbourhood Planareaboundary, including: The
Shillinglee Lake SSSIand the Chiddingfold Forest SSSI?

Supportthe status of the locally designated sites of significance within
and/oradjacentto the Neighbourhood Plan areaboundary?
Protectand enhance semi-naturalhabitats?

Protectand enhance priority habitats, and the habitat of priority
species?

Achieve anet gaininbiodiversity?

Supportenhancements to multifunctional greeninfrastructure
networks?

Supportaccess to, interpretation and understanding of biodiversity
and geodiversity?

Reducethelevel of
contributionto climate
change madeby
activities withinthe
NeighbourhoodPlan
area

Will the option/proposalhelp to:

Reduce the number of journeys made?

Reducethe need to travel?

Promote the use of sustainable modes of transport, including walking,
cycling and public transport?

Increase the number of new developments meeting or exceeding
sustainable design criteria?

Generate energy fromlow or zero carbon sources?

Reduce energy consumption fromnon-renewable resources?

Supporttheresilience
of the Neighbourhood
Planareato the
potential effects of
climate change,
including flooding

Will the option/proposalhelp to:

Ensure thatinappropriate development takes place inareas athigher
risk of flooding, takinginto accountthe likely future effects of climate
change?

Improve and extend greeninfrastructure networks inthe planareato
supportadaptation to the potential effects of climate change?

Sustainably manage water run-off, reducing surface water runoff (either
withinthe planarea or downstream)?

Ensure the potential risks associated with climate change are
considered through new developmentinthe Neighbourhood Plan
area?

Increase theresilience of biodiversity inthe plan area to the effects of
climate change, including enhancements to ecological networks?

Prepared for Plaistow and Ifold Parish Neighbourhood PlanSteering Group

AECOM
16



Strategic Environmental Assessment for the
Plaistow and Ifold Parish Neighbourhood Plan

Environmental Report to accompany
Regulation 14 consultation

Protect, conserve and
enhancethe cultural
heritage resource within
the Neighbourhood
Planarea, including the
historic environment
and archaeological
assets.

Will the option/proposalhelp to:

Conserve and enhance buildingsand structures of architectural or
historicinterest?

Conserve and enhance the Plaistow Conservation Areas?

Supporttheintegrity of the historic setting of key buildings of cultural
heritage interest?
Conserve and enhance local diversity and character?

Supportaccess to, interpretation and understanding of the historic
environment?

“Conserve and enhance archaeological remains, both scheduledand
non-scheduled, including historic landscapes”.

Protectand enhance
the characterand
quality of landscapes
and townscapes.

Will the option/proposalhelp to:

Supporttheintegrity of the South Downs National Park?
Supporttheintegrity of the local landscape character?
Conserve and enhance landscape andtownscape features?

Ensure the efficientand
effective use of land.

Will the option/proposalhelp to:

Promote the use of previously developedland?

Directdevelopment on greenfield sites to land not classifiedas the
bestand mostversatile?

Promote sustainable
waste management
solutions that
encouragethe
reduction, re-use and
recycling of waste.

Will the option/proposalhelp to:

Reduce the amount of waste produced?
Supportthe minimisation, reuse and recycling of waste?

Maximise opportunitiesforlocal management of waste in orderto
minimise export of waste to areas outside?

Encourage recycling of materialsand minimise consumption of
resources during construction?

Useand manage water
resourcesina
sustainable manner.

Will the option/proposalhelp to:

Supportimprovementsto water quality?
Minimise water consumption?

Caterforexisting and
futureresidents’'needs
as well as the needs of
differentgroupsinthe
community, and
improveaccess to
local, high-quality
community services
and facilities.

Reduce deprivationand
promoteamore
inclusive and self-
contained community.

Will the option/proposalhelp to:

Promote the development of a range of high quality, accessible
community facilities?

Encourage and promote social cohesion and encourage active
involvement of local people in community activities?

Minimise fuel poverty?
Maintain or enhance the quality of life of existinglocal residents?

Improve the availabilityand accessibility of key local facilities, including
specialist services fordisabled and older people?

Supportthe provision of land for allotments and cemeteries?
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Provide everyone with
the opportunityto live
ingood quality,
affordable housing,and
ensureanappropriate
mix of dwelling sizes,
types and tenures.

Will the option/proposalhelp to:

e  Supporttheprovisionofarange of house types and sizes?

e  Supportenhancements to the current housing stock?

e Meetthe needs of all sectors of the community?

e  Provide qualityand flexible homesthat meet people'sneeds?

e  Promotetheuse of sustainable building techniques, including use of

sustainable buildingmaterials in construction?

e Providehousinginsustainablelocations thatallow easyaccessto a

range of local services and facilities?

Improve the healthand
wellbeing of residents
withinthe
NeighbourhoodPlan
area.

Will the option/proposalhelp to:

e Promoteaccessibilityto arange of leisure, healthand community
facilities, forall age groups?

e Aligntothekeypriorityareas outlined in the Joint Strategic Needs
Assessment?

e Provideand enhance the provision of community access to green
infrastructure, inaccordance with Accessible Natural Greenspace
Standards?

e Reducenoisepollution?
. Promote the use of healthiermodes of travel?

e Improveaccessto the countryside forrecreationaluse,includingthe

South Downs National Park.

Promote sustainable
transportuseand
reducethe needto
travel.

Willthe option/proposalhelp to:

e Encourage modal shiftto more sustainable forms oftravel?
e Enablesustainable transportinfrastructure enhancements?
e  Facilitate working from home and remote working?

e Improveroad safety?

e Reducetheimpactonresidents fromtheroad network?

e Facilitate enhancements in pedestrian and cycle networks?
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In accordance with the SEA Regulations the Environmental Report mustinclude...
o Anoutline of thereasons for selecting the alternatives dealt with; and

e Thelikelysignificant effects on the environment associated with alternatives / an outline of the
reasons forselecting the preferredapproach in light of alternatives appraised.

The 'narrative’ of plan-making/ SEA up to this pointis toldwithin this part of the Environmental Report.
Specifically, this section explains how preparation of the current version of the PIPNP has been
informed by anassessment of alternative locationsfor non-strategic scale developmentin the
NeighbourhoodPlanarea.

Plan-making for the PIPNP has been underway since 2014. Initial workincorporated a number of
informal and formal consultation exercises carried out by the Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group,
including onthe scope of the Neighbourhood Plan.

A significant number of consultation events have since been carried out for the Neighbourhood Plan.
This has includeda range of exhibitions, public meetingsand questionsand answer sessions as well
asworkshops.

The following sections discussthe evolution of the PIPNP inassociation with the SEA process.

A key element of the SEA process isthe appraisal of reasonable alternatives' forthe PIPNP. The SEA
Regulations’ are not prescriptive as to what constitutes a reasonable alternative, stating only that the

Environmental Report should presentan appraisal of the ‘plan and reasonable alternatives takinginto
accountthe objectives and geographical scope of the plan'.

The following sections therefore describe how the SEA process to date has informed the preferred
development strategy for the Neighbourhood Plan area and potential locations for proposed
development. Specifically, this chapter explainshow the PIPNP's development strategy has been
shaped through considering alternative approachesfor the location of new housingallocations inthe
NeighbourhoodPlanarea.

As discussedin Section 2.1, the Neighbourhood Plan has been preparedin conjunction with the
provisions of the Chichester Local Plan:Key Policies 2014-2029. Policy 5 of the Local Plan highlights
that Plaistow & Ifold Parish should deliverin the region of ten dwellingsinthe plan periodto 2029.

Taking this further, the emerging Site Allocation Development Plan Document (DPD), which will be the
subject of examinationin publicin September 2017, identifies that Plaistow &Ifold Parish should
deliverthe 10 dwellings on the site Land North of Little Springfield Farm' (Policy PL1).

However the Parish Council, through the Neighbourhood Plan process, has been keento consider
alternative sites inthe parish for meeting the Local Plan requirement.

A key aim of the Neighbourhood Planis to ensure that housing deliveredin the parishis ofa typeand
tenurewhichis appropriate forlocal needs. As suchitwas agreed thathousingdelivery inthe parish

" Environmental Assessment of Plans and Programmes Regulations 2004
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should be undertakenthrough anallocation of one site of 11 dwellings. This is given the provisions of
the small sites affordable housing contributions policy, which was introduced by the UK Governmentin
November 2014 to helpboosthousing delivery and incentivise brownfield development. This
introduced a national threshold of ten units or fewer (and a maximum combined gross floor space of
no morethan 1,000 square metres) beneath which affordable housing contributions should notbe
sought. Alongside, Policy 34 of the Local Plan states thata 30% affordable housing contribution on
sitewillbe soughtas part of residential development where there is a net increase of dwellings of 11 or
above.

In light of this, the Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group consideredwhere broadly inthe parish sucha
developmentshouldgo.

In light of these elements, the SEA process has consideredfour options, with a view to exploringthe
sustainability implications of deliveringa site of ¢.11 dwellings in four alternative locations.
Correspondingwiththe four settlements of the Neighbourhood Plan area, the options are as follows;

e Option 1 Deliver c.11 dwellings on one site within Ifold

e QOption2 Deliver c.11 dwellings on one site within Plaistow

e Option3: Deliverc.11 dwellings on one site within Durfold Wood
e Option4: Deliver c.11 dwellings on one site within Shillinglee

Thefollowingtable presentsappraisal findingsinrelationto the four optionsintroducedabove. These
are organisedbythe seven SEA themes.

The SEA team appraisedthese four broad optionsas reasonable alternatives'againstboththe
baseline and relatively (i.e. against each other). These were considered through the SEA Framework of
objectives and assessment questions developed during scoping and the four optionshave been
ranked interms of their sustainability performance against the relevant SEA Theme.

Foreach SEA Theme, acommentary onthelikely effects is presented. Options are also ranked
numerically reflecting their relative sustainability performance, with 1" the most favourable rankingand
‘4" the leastfavourable ranking.

Thefindings of the appraisalare presentedin Table 4.1 below.
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Neighbourhood Plan

' In terms of key biodiversity habitats, all of the four settlements have Biodiversity Action Plan (BAP) Priority'
Habitat and areas of ancient woodland located within or adjacent to the settlement.

In this context: Adjacent to Durfold Wood are significantareas of deciduous woodland BAP Priority Habitatand
areas of ancientwoodland. Plaistow has some areas of deciduous woodland BAP Priority Habitat present to
the southwest of the village and east of the village, and smaller areas of ancient woodland. Ifold has a large
number of areas scattered withinand adjacent to the settlement, witha number of areas of ancient woodland.
Shillinglee has significantareas of woodpasture and parkland BAP Priority Habitat, deciduous woodland BAP
Priority Habitat and areas of ancient woodland located adjacent to the settlement. As such Shillinglee and
Durfold Woodare most constrained by these designations, with Ifold also heavily constrained. Plaistow also is
constrained in some parts of the village. 1 2 4 3

In relationto potential impacts on SSSls inthe vicinities of the four settlements, both Plaistow and Shillinglee
are within an Impact Risk Zone for the Chiddingfold Forest SSSI. However, given it is for residential
development of 100units ormore, development at the scale proposed by the Neighbourhood Planis not likely
to have significant effects on the SSSI.  Ifold is not within an SSSI Impact Risk Zone for residential
development, with the exception of the area to the north west of the settlement, whichis within an Impact Risk
Zone for the SSSI for residential development of 100 units or more. Given its close proximity to the
Chiddingfold Forest SSSI, part of Durfold Woodis within residential development of 10 units ormore. As such
development taken forward in the vicinity of the settlement through the Neighbourhood Plan would have
significant potential to lead to impacts on the SSSI without avoidance and mitigation measures.

Biodiversityand
geodiversity
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Climate change

In terms of greenhouse gasemissions, road transportis anincreasingly significant contributor to emissions in

the Neighbourhood Plan area. The extent to which the four options have the potential to support climate
change mitigation through facilitating a reduced level of car dependency is therefore a key element.
Throughdirectingnew developmentto Durfold Wood and Shillinglee, which have few services and facilities,
Option3 and 4 woulddo the most of the options to lead to increased car dependency and a more limited use
of sustainable modes of transport. Inthis context Options 3 and 4 have the most potentialto lead to increases
in greenhouse gas emissions from transport.

In a similar context, focussing developmentin Ifold, which does nothave a shop, church, schoolorpub,is likely
tolead to anincreasein the need to travel for services and facilities. As such,locating developmentin Plaistow,
whichhas a shop, school, pre-schoadl, village green, village hall, playing field and public house has the most
potential of the options to limit emissions from transport.

Whilst all options have the potential to lead to development in areas of elevated levels of flood risk, itis
considered that the provisions of the NPPF and national policy in relation to flooding will help guide
developmentaway from floodriskareas and ensure that appropriate mitigation measures are implemented.
Forexample, the NPPF does not permit development within flood risk areas or where the effect would be to
increase flood risk elsewhere without appropriate mitigation measures. Likewise, adherence to the
recommendations and guidance presentedinthe Strategic Flood Risk Assessment (SFRA) undertaken for the
wider district will help limit effects.
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Landscapeand
historic environment

Plaistow has arichhistoric environment, with numerouslisted buildings presentand a conservation area which

covers much of the village. Shillinglee, givenits association with the Arundel Estate and Shillinglee House also
has a number of listed buildings present. Both Ifold and Durfold Wood are less sensitive in relation to the
historic environment, with few heritage designations. In this context, Option 2 and 4, through directing
developmentto the more sensitive areas of the Neighbourhood Plan area, have the most potential to lead to
impacts on historic environment assets and their settings.

In relationto the South Downs National Park, only development at Shillingleeislikely to impact on the setting of
this nationally designatedlandscape. This is given the location of the hamlet adjacent to the National Park's
boundaries.

Land, soilandwater
resources

' terms of the location of the best and most versatile agricultural land, a detailed classification has not been'

undertaken within the Neighbourhood Plan area. Based on the 1:250,000 series of ALC maps produced by
Natural England and utilised for strategic purposes, the land in the Neighbourhood Plan area isnon-agricultural
orGrade 3 good to moderate. However there is no detailed information available as to whether the Grade 3
areas are 3a or 3b. As suchitis not possible to differentiate between the options in this regard.

In relationto water supply, the NPPF states that local plans should plan positively to ensure the provision of
infrastructure for water supply, including an assessment of its quality and capacity. In the context of the
current assessment, itis anticipatedthat the Water Resources Management Plans prepared by water supply
companies will be expected to address long-term water supply issues associated with growth in the
Neighbourhood Plan area.
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Neighbourhood Plan

Accessibility to services and facilities is a key influence on the quality of life of residents and community

cohesion. Of the four settlements considered through the options, Plaistow has by far the broadest range of

services and facilitiesinthe Neighbourhood Plan area. These include a schoal, pre-school, shop, village green,

childrens’playground, village hall, church, footballfieldand public house. In contrast, services and facilities in

Ifold are largely limited to a village hall, and Shillinglee and Durfold Wood have no significant amenities.

In this context Option 2, through focusinghousinginthe settlementwith the broadest range of amenities, will 2 1 3 3
do more to promote the location of new housing in accessible locations. This will help limit the need for

residents to travel for day-to-day services and facilities, supporting their quality of life.

In terms of housing numbers, all of the options will meet the Local Plan requirement for the parish, and will,
giventhe size of the proposedallocationof eleven dwellings, facilitate the provision of 30% affordable housing
with the allocation.

Populationand
community

Directing development to Plaistow rather than Ifold, Durfold Wood or Shillinglee will enhance accessibility
through directing housing to the settlement with the broadest range of services and facilities. This will have
Healthand Wellbeing | benefits forthe healthand wellbeing of residents. Locating more housing in closer proximity to the facilities | 2 1 3 3
available will also support quality of life and wellbeing through promoting walking and cycling and active
lifestyles.

Option 2, through focusinghousingin Plaistow, whichis the settlement with the broadestrange of services and
facilities in the Neighbourhood Plan area, including a school, pre-school, shop, village green, childrens’
playground, village hall, church, football field and public house, will help reduce the need to travel for certain
Transportation amenities, and support sustainable modes of travel, including walking and cycling. 2 1 3 3

Option 1, 2 and 4, through focusing housingin the settlements with a limited range of services and amenities,
will do less to promote the location of new housing in accessible locations. This will increase the need for
residents to travel for day-to-day services and facilities.
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Followingthe consideration of where broadly new development should go in the Neighbourhood Plan
area, and the outcomes of consultation events undertaken forthe PIPNP, itwas decided that Plaistow
would bethe appropriatelocationforanallocationinthe Neighbourhood Plan. Thisis given there being
significantly more services andfacilitiesin the village than the other settlements considered, including
the following:

e school;
e pre-school;
e shop;

e publichousg

e villagegreen;

e childrens'playground,;
e villagehall;and

e church.

Three potential sitesforallocation came forwardin Plaistow through the call for siteswith local
landowners, developersand agents andwithreference to CDC's SHLAA process. These were
assessedas partof awider site assessment undertaken for the Neighbourhood Plan.

Thethree sites were as follows:
e Land Opposite the Green, Plaistow (0.8na)
e |and Adjacentto Todhurst, Plaistow (0.8na)
e |and Adjacentto the Dairyand Edmund's Hill, Plaistow (0.8ha)

To supportthe consideration of the suitability of these sites, the SEA process hasundertakenan
appraisal of the key environmental constraints present at each of the three sites and potential effects
that mayarise. Inthis context the sites have been consideredinrelationto the SEA Framework of
objectives and decision making questions developed during SEA scoping (Section 3.3) and the
baselineinformation.

Thetables below presenta summary of this appraisal,and provide anindication of each site’s
sustainability performanceinrelationto the seven SEA themes.
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Table 4.2: Site: Land Opposite the Green, Plaistow

SEAtheme Land Opposite the Green, Plaistow

Commen House

Rureots Ban

‘Gokoen
(Cross Cottagus'

Golsen
Crowe Houe The Doy

o
Edmuncn vt Conage
Conge Hamston

Site size: 0.8ha

Biodiversity and The site is within an Impact Risk Zone for the Chiddingfold Forest SSSI for residential
Geodiversity development of 100 dwellings or more. Given the size of the proposed allocation (11
dwellings) the proposed allocation is therefore unlikely to have significant effects on the
status ofthe SSSI.
No BAP Priority Habitats are present on or adjacent to the site.
The site comprises grassland and is maintained as mown, periodically used for grazing
livestockgrazed. As such it does not comprise habitats for protected species. Site

boundaries comprise hedgerows and some mature trees which provide a role for ecological
networks. These should be retained where possible through new development proposals.

Climatic factors In relation to adapting to the effects of climate change, the site is not located within
(including flood identified flood risk zones for fluvial flooding; the site located entirely within Flood Zone 1.
risk) The siteis also not within an area at risk of surface water flooding.®
The site is located in good proximity to the services and facilities in Plaistow, including the
shop, school, preschool and public house, which are all within easy walking distance.
However given the lack of frequent public transport services serving the vilage, It is
considered that development on this site is likely to result in increases in car use, with an
associatedincrease in overall GhG emissions.

Landscape and The site is currently well screened and relatively enclosed, and would sit within the existing

historic context of the village, with appropriate design and layout. As such it is likely that
environment development of the site is not likely to lead to significant effects on landscape character in
the area.

The Historic England/West Sussex CC Historic Landscape Characterisation lists the area

of the site as early post-Medieval (i.e. AD 1500-1599) regular piecemeal enclosure (i.e. the
enclosure of former heath, common, greens or open fields, either by Act of Parliament or by
the actions of private landowners). The Kirdford Tithe Award (1847) lists the area as Kiln Field
(arable).

The site is located just outside of the Plaistow Conservation Area, which borders the site to
the north and west. Two listed buildings are located to the west of the site, across
Rickman's Lane, Stone House and Golden Cross. Given its more immediate proximity to and
visibility from the site, development at this location is more likely to affect the setting of

Stone House. As such development has the potential to affect the setting of the
conservation area and listed building

8 hitps://flood-warning-information.service.gov.uk/long-term-flood-risk
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SEAtheme

Land Opposite the Green, Plaistow

Land, soil and
water resources

It is not possible to confirm if the site will lead to a loss of Best and Most Versatile
Agricultural Land as recent agricultural land classification on the site has not been
undertaken. As such it is not possible to differentiate between Grade 3a land (which is land
classified as the Best and Most Versatile Agricultural Land) and Grade 3b land (which is land
not classified as such).

The siteis notlocated in a Groundwater Source Protection Zone.

Populationand
community

The site is located with good proximity to local facilities, being located with good access to
services and facilities in Plaistow, including the shop, school, pre-school, vilage green,
village hall, playing field and public house. This will support the quality of life of residents.
The site will deliver 11 dwellings, meeting local housing needs, which will incorporate at
least 30% affordable housing.

Healthand
wellbeing

Supporting the health and wellbeing of residents, the site is located with good proximity to
local facilities in Plaistow, including the shop, school, pre-school, and public house. With
these amenities accessible on foot, an allocation of housing at this location will support
healthier and more active lifestyles. Health and wellbeing will be supported by the site's
proximity to thevillage green, village hall and playing field.

Transportation

Access from the road network to the site is relatively straightforward, with no significant
issues.

The site, like other locations in the Neighbourhood Plan area, is not accessible by frequent
public transport links. Whilst the site is in good access to village facilities, an allocation at

this site will lead to an increase in car use, due to the distance from other key services,
facilities and frequent public transport links.

Key

Likely adverse effect (without mitigation measures) Likely positive effect

Neutral/no effect

Uncertain effects
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Table 4.3: Site: Land adjacent to Todhurst

SEAtheme Land adjacent to Todhurst

AL A\l

B

red line proposed development area

blue line Green Space

Site size: 0.8ha

Biodiversity and The site is within an Impact Risk Zone for the Chiddingfold Forest SSSI for residential
Geodiversity development of 100 dwellings or more. Given the size of the proposed allocation (11

dwellings) the proposed allocation is therefore unlikely to have significant effects on the
status ofthe SSSI.

The site comprises an area of deciduous woodland BAP Priority Habitat, with protected
species likely to be present. As such development at the site has the potential to have
significant impacts onhabitats, species and ecological connections at this location.

Climaticfactors In relation to adapting to the effects of climate change, the site is not located within
(including flood identified flood risk zones for fluvial flooding; the site located entirely within Flood Zone 1.
risk) Small areas ofthe site are at medium risk of surface water flooding.®

The site is located in good proximity to the services and facilities in Plaistow, including the
shop, school, preschool and public house, which are all within easy walking distance.
However given the lack of frequent public transport services serving the village, It is
considered that development on this site is likely to result in increases in car use, with an
associatedincrease in overall GhG emissions.

LLandscape and Development of the site would lead to impacts on views from surrounding properties,
historic however this will be mitigated by the provision of green space adjoining properties on
environment Ashfield and Nell Ball/Back Lane. The loss of existing woodland on the site would though
lead to changes in villagescape character. The proposed development area of the site is
not adjacent to listed buildings, although the wider site (incorporating the proposed areas of

green space) is located close to three listed structures at Todhurst and listed buildings on
Back Lane. The site also adjoins the Plaistow Conservation Area.

Land,solland It is not possible to confirm if the site will lead to a loss of Best and Most Versatile

waterresources Agricultural Land as recent agricultural land classification on the site has not been
undertaken. As such it is not possible to differentiate between Grade 3a land (which is land
classified as the Best and Most Versatile Agricultural Land) and Grade 3b land (which is land
not classified as such).

The siteis notlocated in a Groundwater Source Protection Zone.

Populationand The site is located with good proximity to local facilities, being located with good access to
community services and facilities in Plaistow, including the shop, school, pre-school, village green,
village hall, playing field and public house. This will support the quality of life of residents.

The site will deliver 11 dwellings, meeting local housing needs, which will incorporate at
least 30% affordable housing.

9 https://flood-warning-information.service.gov.uk/long-term-flood-risk
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SEAtheme Land adjacent to Todhurst

Healthand Supporting the health and wellbeing of residents, the site is located with good proximity to

wellbeing local facilities in Plaistow, including the shop, school, pre-school, and public house. With
these amenities accessible on foot, an allocation of housing at this location will support
healthier and more active lifestyles. Health and wellbeing will be supported by the site's
proximity to thevillage green, village hall and playing field.

Transportation Access to the site would be through the Nell Ball housing area. This has the potential to add
to existing issues at the locationrelating to car access.
The site, like other locations in the Neighbourhood Plan area, is not accessible by frequent
public transport links. Whilst the site is in good access to village facilities, an allocation at

this site will lead to an increase in car use, due to the distance from other key services,
facilities and frequent public transport links.

Key

Likely adverse effect (without mitigation measures) Likely positive effect

Neutral/no effect Uncertain effects
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Table 4.4:Site: Land adjacent to the Dairy

Environmental Report to accompany
Regulation 14 consultation

SEAtheme

Land adjacent to the Dairy

Site size: 0.8ha

Biodiversity and
Geodiversity

The site is within an Impact Risk Zone for the Chiddingfold Forest SSSI for residential
development of 100 dwellings or more. Given the size of the proposed allocation (11
dwellings) the proposed allocation is therefore unlikely to have significant effects on the
status ofthe SSSI.

No BAP Priority Habitats are present on or adjacent to the site.

The site comprises a number of areas of mature hedging and some significant mature trees.
A number of these are locatedin the likely access point for development at the site.

Climatic factors

(including flood
risk)

In relation to adapting to the effects of climate change, the site is not located within
identified flood risk zones for fluvial flooding; the site located entirely within Flood Zone 1.
The siteis also not within an area at risk of surface water flooding.’®

The site is located in good proximity to the services and facilities in Plaistow, including the
shop, school, preschool and public house, which are all within easy walking distance.
However given the lack of frequent public transport services serving the village, It is
considered that development on this site is likely to result in increases in car use, with an
associatedincrease in overall GhG emissions.

Landscape and
historic
environment

A small section of the site and access to the site is located within the Plaistow Conservation
Area, which borders the site to the north and west. Two listed buildings are located to the
north of the site, Stone House and Golden Cross Cottages. Given its more immediate
proximity to and visibility from the site, development at this location is more likely to affect
the setting of the Golden Cross Cottages. As such development has the potential to affect
the setting of the conservation area and listed building. The mature oak trees on sites are
important elements of the villagescape.

Land, soil and
water resources

It is not possible to confirm if the site will lead to a loss of Best and Most Versatile
Agricultural Land as recent agricultural land classification on the site has not been
undertaken. As such it is not possible to differentiate between Grade 3a land (which is land
classified as the Best and Most Versatile Agricultural Land) and Grade 3b land (which is land
not classified as such).

The siteis notlocated in a Groundwater Source Protection Zone.

Populationand
community

The site is located with good proximity to local facilities, being located with good access to
services and facilities in Plaistow, including the shop, school, pre-school, village green,
village hall, playing field and public house. This will support the quality of life of residents.
The site will deliver 11 dwellings, meeting local housing needs, which will incorporate at
least 30% affordable housing.

10 htps://flood-warning-information.service.gov.uk/long-term-flood-risk
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SEAtheme Land adjacent to the Dairy

Healthand Supporting the health and wellbeing of residents, the site is located with good proximity to

wellbeing local facilities in Plaistow, including the shop, school, pre-school, and public house. With
these amenities accessible on foot, an allocation of housing at this location will support
healthier and more active lifestyles. Health and wellbeing will be supported by the site's
proximity to thevillage green, village hall and playing field.

Transportation Access from the road network to the site is relatively straightforward, with no significant
issues.
The site, like other locations in the Neighbourhood Plan area, is not accessible by frequent
public transport links. Whilst the site is in good access to village facilities, an allocation at

this site will lead to an increase in car use, due to the distance from other key services,
facilities and frequent public transport links.

Key

Likely adverse effect (without mitigation measures) Likely positive effect

Neutral/no effect Uncertain effects
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The current version of the Neighbourhood Plan allocates one site in Plaistow for eleven dwellings at
the Land opposite the Green site.

This follows the consideration of the findings of the site assessments undertaken for the
NeighbourhoodPlan, consultation events and an ongoing consideration of viability and achievability.

In relationto the Land adjacent to Todhurst site, thiswas not taken forward asitwas recognised that
parking and trafficissues inthe adjacent Nell Ball housing areawouldbe exacerbated by additional
housing. Alongside, the water resources utility, Southern Water,informedthat they require unrestricted
access to the pumping station fora 9m vehicle, which would incur further restrictions.

With regard to the Land adjacent to the Dairy site, itwas established that the impact of providingan
access to this site wouldresultin potentialharm to significant trees present on site and the hedge
adjacentto theroad verge. Alternative access pointswere also considered, but due to land ownership
issues whichwere notable to beresolved,itwas decidedto discontinue the consideration of the site
forthe purposes ofthe Neighbourhood Plan.

To supporttheimplementation of the vision for the Neighbourhood Plan discussed in Section 2.2, the
current version of the PIPNP puts forward 17 policies to guide developmentin the Neighbourhood
Planarea.

The policies, which were developed following extensive community consultation and evidence
gathering, are as follows:

EH1 Protection of Heritage Assets

EH2 Protection of Natural Environment

EH3 Protection of Trees, Woodlands and Natural Vegetation
EH4 Local Green Spaces

EH5 Artificial Lighting Emissions (External Lighting on Buildings)
EH6 Street Lighting

Ch1 Reducing and Avoiding Flood Risk

Cl2 Connecting to Technology Networks

H1 AllocatedSite (Land opposite The Green, Plaistow)

H2 Housing Development within the Ifold Settlement Boundary
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H3 Affordable Housing

H4 Housing Density and Design Principles
EE Live/Work Facilities

EE2 Supporting the Local Economy

EE3 Retail Shop Premises

EE4 Brownfield Site

T1 Ensuring Highway Safety
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Theaim of this chapteris to presentappraisal findings and recommendations inrelation to the current
Regulation 14 version ofthe PIPNP. This chapteris structuredas follows:

Sections 5.3 to 5.9 presentan appraisal of the current version of the PIPNP under the seven SEA
theme headings;and

Section 5.10 subsequently discusses overall conclusions at this current stage andrecommendations
forthe next stage of plan-making.

The appraisalis structured under the seven themes considered through the SEA.

Foreachtheme, the 'significant effects’ of the current version of the plan on the baseline are predicted
and evaluated. Accountis taken of the criteria presented within Schedule 2 of the Regulations. So, for
example, accountis taken of the probability, duration, frequency and reversibility of effects as faras
possible. These effect'characteristics are describedwithinthe assessmentas appropriate.

Every effortis madeto identify/ evaluate effects accurately; however, this is inherently challenging
giventhe highlevel nature of the plan. The ability to predict effects accuratelyis also limited by
understanding of the baseline and the nature of future planningapplications. Because of the
uncertainties involved, thereis a need to exercise caution whenidentifyingand evaluating significant
effects and ensure all assumptionsare explained. Inmanyinstances itis notpossible to predict
significant effects, butitis possible to comment onmerits (or otherwise) in more generalterms.

Key sites of biodiversity importance for the Neighbourhood Plan areainclude the nationally designated
Chiddingfold Forest SSSI and Shillinglee Lake SSSI. Giventhe proposedsize of allocation taken
forward by the Neighbourhood Plan,and its location at the Land opposite the Green site, the
Neighbourhood Planwillnotleadto adverse effects on the integrity of these biodiversity designations.
Similarly, the allocationwill notleadto the loss of BAP Priority Habitats or have significantimpacts on
habitats which support protected species. The policyfortheallocation (PolicyH1) alsoallowsforthe
retention of existing mature trees and hedges and makes provision for suitable native species
landscapingto replace any landscaping that may belost. This willhelp limit potentialimpactson
biodiversity fromthe development of the site for housing, and support enhancements.

More broadly, a variety of policies put forward in the Neighbourhood Plan have eithera direct or
indirectimpactupon biodiversity. Policy EH2 (Protection of Natural Environment) seeks to ensure that
new developmentthat doesnotconserve or enhance biodiversity within designated nature
conservationareas, orwhichresults inthe loss or deterioration of irreplaceable habitats such as
ancientwoodlandand key trees and hedgerows, is precluded. Thisis supported by Policy EH3
(Protection of Trees, Woodlands and Natural Vegetation), which seeks to ensure thattheloss of trees
of good arboricultural, significantlandscape oramenity value, eitherindividually oras a groupis
resisted. Specificallyin Ifold, this will be further supported by Policy H2 (Housing Development within
the Ifold Settlement Boundary), which seeks to ensure that new developmentinIfold does notresultin
the loss of valuable trees, hedges or other natural features.

In relationto other policies which will support biodiversity, the allocation of ten Local Green Spaces
across the parish through Policy EH4 (Local Green Spaces) will also support ecological networks inthe
NeighbourhoodPlanarea. The two policies which seekto manage streetlightingand other artificial
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lighting (Policy EH5, Lighting Emissions (External Lighting on Buildings), and Policy EH6, Street
Lighting), willalsohelp reduce impacts onnocturnaland crepuscular species from light pollution.

In light of the policies discussed above, the PIPNP willhelp prevent fragmentation,lossand
deterioration of habitatsand ecological connectionsin the Neighbourhood Plan area,and support
enhancements. As such, the policies offera proactive approach to protectingand enhancing habitats
and species and ecological networks inthe Neighbourhood Plan area.

In terms of climate change mitigation,road transportis anincreasingly significant contributor to
greenhouse gas emissions inthe Neighbourhood Plan area.

Theallocated housingsiteis locatedin good proximity to the services and facilitiesin Plaistow,
including the shop, school, pre-school, village green, village hall, playing field and publichouse, which
areall within easywalking distance. This will support climate change mitigation through limiting the
need forresidents to travel by the private car for these amenities. Furthermore, the Neighbourhood
Planalso supports home working through Policy EE 1 (Live/Work Facilities) and promotes enhanced
telecommunicationsinfrastructure improvements through Policy Cl2 (Connection to Technology
Networks). This will help to minimise the need forpeople to travel.

Whileitis consideredthatthe policies of the PIPNP willhelp limit the need to travel and promote modal
shift, itis recognised that the introduction of eleven new homes may resultinanincrease in vehicle
trips and therefore increase in greenhouse gasemissions. However, likely effects have been
minimisedthrough the selection of anidentified site thatis within the settlement of the Neighbourhood
Planarea mostaccessibleto services and facilities, Plaistow.

The PIPNP's focus onthe protectionand enhancement of woodland and hedgerows and green spaces
will promote climate change mitigation through supporting carbon sequestration, and climate change
adaptation by helpingto limit the effects of extreme weather events and regulating surface water run-
off (Policies EH2-4and PoliciesH1 andH2). The policies supporting biodiversity in the Neighb ourhood
Planarea (Section 5.3) will further help to increase the resilience of ecological networks to the effects
of climate change through making provision forimprovements to habitatsand enhancing such
networks.

In relationto floodriskinthe Neighbourhood Plan area, the addressing of issues linked to fluvial and
surface water floodingare likely to be supported by the provisions of the NPPF. Likewise, the floodrisk,
SuDs and surface water floodingpolicies proposed by the Chichester Local Plan would further help
limitadverse effects inthis regard. However the PIPNP seeks to implement additional provisions
relating to floodriskinthe Neighbourhood Planarea. Thisincludes through seekingto minimise the
risk of surface water run-off and limiting impacts on adjoining sites to new development,and ensuing
that adequate surface water and foul water capacity is provided alongside new development.

The proposedsite allocation for the PIPNP atthe Land opposite The Greenisinalocation of some
sensitivity for the historic environment. As such negative effects onthe historic environmenthave the
potential to take place froma site allocationat this location with inappropriate designandlayout. This
isrecognisedbythe policyfortheallocation (Policy H1), which sets outa range of provisionsfor
protecting and enhancing the quality of the villagescape at this location and the setting of the historic
environment. Thisincludesthrough seeking to respond positively to the character of the area and
initiating design whichreflects the village vernacular, protects the setting of the PlaistowConservation
Area and three listed buildings located nearby, retains key landscape features such astrees and
hedgerows andinitiates new planting.

No development proposals are taken forward through the PIPNP within the part of the Neighbourhood
Plan area within the South Downs National Park.
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WithinIfold, Policy H2 (Housing Development within the Ifold Settlement Boundary) has a strong focus
on protecting and enhancing the public realmand supporting the local distinctiveness of the
settlement. Thisincludes through:seekingto prevent the over-development of plotsand respecting
the builtform, massingand building line inrelation to the characteristics of neighbouring sites;; limiting
impacts onheritage assets; precludingthe loss of valuable trees, hedges or other natural features that
form part of the character of the settlement; and facilitating appropriate densities.

Policy H4 (Housing Density and Design Principles) seeks to ensure that new residential development in
the NeighbourhoodPlanareais of a densitywhichis ‘in keeping with existing densities in the
surroundingarea and utilises design and materials which are in keeping with the character of the area
and local distinctiveness, having regardto the scale massing, bulk, appearance and site layout of
developmentinthe surrounding area'. Policy EE1 (Live/Work Facilities) and policy EE2 (Supporting the
Local Economy) will also supportlocal distinctiveness through seeking to limitimpacts fromnew
live/work facilitiesand employment provisioninthe Neighbourhood Planarea onlocal character.
Specifically directed to the historic environment, Policy EH1 (Protection of Heritage Assets) also seeks
to protectand enhance the integrity of the setting of heritage assets inthe Neighbourhood Plan area.

A number of the policies(includingH1,H2 and H4) seek to ensure that new developmentareas
conform to the relevant Village Design Statement, when prepared. Inthis contextthe Village Design
Statement will provide arobust basisforthe protectionand enhancement of the landscape and
villagescape quality and the historic environmentin the vicinity of the Neighbourhood Plan area’s
settlements. This includes through setting out featureswhichlocalpeople regardas importantand
suggestingways inwhich these can be maintained and enhanced through a series of development
guidelines.

Overall, the policies outlined above provide an appropriate basis for the conservation and
enhancement of landscape and villagescape characterinthe Neighbourhood Plan areaand the
conservation of historic environmentassetsand their settings.

Whilstthe Village Design Statement will provide a robust basis for the protection of landscape/
villagescape quality and the historic environmentinthe Neighbourhood Plan area, the PIPNP should
also seekto ensure thatall developmentinand adjacent to the Plaistow Conservation Area is carried
outinconjunctionwith the Plaistow Conservation Area Character Appraisal & Management Proposals
Chichester District Council, May 2013). Thiswill help ensure that the key features and areas of
importance covered by the conservation area are conserved, and opportunitiesforenhancementare
realised.

Policy EE4 (Brownfield Site) promotesthe reuse of the redundantand previously developed land
available at Little Springfield Farm for lightindustrial, retailand residentialland. Thiswillsupportthe
efficientuse of land. The proposed residential site allocation for eleven dwellings will however take
place onundevelopedland. Recentland classification has notbeenundertakenin this area; as suchit
is notpossible to confirm between whether the land comprises Grade 3aland (whichis land classified
as the Bestand Most Versatile Agricultural Land) or Grade 3b land (whichis land not classifiedas such).
The site allocationis notlocated withina Groundwater Source Protection Zone.

A number of the policies seekto protect trees, woodland and hedgerows, aim to protect designated
sites, areas of landscape sensitivity and promote green space and open space (Section 5.3and 5.5).
While these policiesdo not specifically relate to land, soil and water resources, the policies will help
promote and protect these resources, including through the promotion of high quality green networks
inthe Neighbourhood Plan area and the protection and enhancement of key landscape features.
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As takenforward through Policy H1 (Land opposite The Green, Plaistow), the current version of the
PIPNP allocates one site for housing, with a provision totalling in eleven dwellings. Asthis is anticipated
to exceed the requirements of the Chichester Local Plan (ten dwellings), itis assumedthat this growth
guantumwill meet the objectively assessed housing needsarisinglocally. The location ofthe
shortlisted siteis also considered to be sustainable due to the wider range of services available in
Plaistow when comparedto other settlements in the Neighbourhood Plan area, notably: a shop,
school, pre-school, village green, village hall, playing fieldand public house. Thiswillsupport
accessibilityand help reduce the need to travel forkey services and facilities.

Akey aimof the Neighbourhood Planis to ensure that housing deliveredin the Parishis of a type and
tenure whichis appropriate forlocal needs. Assuch, Policy H3 (Affordable Housing) states that the
development should contain a mixture of housingtypes and sizes to suit the demographics of the
parish. Additionally, Policy H4 (Housing Density and Design Principles) and Policy EH5 (Lighting
Emissions) highlight how the design and materials used within the development should maintain the
distinctiveness of the area, important for preserving the setting of the PlaistowConservation Areaand
the nearby listed buildings. Thiswill support the satisfaction of residents with their neighbourhood as a
placeto live.

The Neighbourhood Plan area has a highly skilled workforce, with a higher pro portion of residents
employed in managerial, directorialand senior official occupations. Maintaining and enhancingthe
economic vitality of the Neighbourhood Planis recognised through a range of policies aimed at
supporting continued growth. For example, Policy EE2 (Supporting the Local Economy) states that
development proposalswhichwouldresultintheloss of employment-generating uses or business
premises willbe resisted. Additionally, Policy EET (Live/Work Facilities) supports the use of dwellings
as live/work units in orderto encourage localbusinesses. Furthermore, Policy EE4 (Brownfield Site)
states that mixed-use development willbe encouraged on Land at Little Springfield Farm to include
lightindustrial, retailand residentialunits. All ofthese policiesdirectly alignwiththe vision of the
Neighbourhood Plan by protectingthe quality of life of those living and working within the
NeighbourhoodPlan area,and allowing the settlements to evolve inanappropriate manner.

Withregards to the community vitality of the Neighbourhood Plan area, Policy CI2 (Connectingto
Technology Networks) aims to ensure that all new development (both residentialand business)
provides high speedbroadbandin orderto keep the Neighbourhood Plan areaconnected to the digital
environment. This directly links to Policy EE 1 (Live/Work Facilities) outlined above, and helps to provide
aplatformforresidentsto pursue both socialand economicopportunities. Overall, there are a number
of policies withinthe Neighbourhood Plan which recognise the importance of promoting sustainable
growth and supporting community vitality.

The mostrecent Joint Strategic Needs Assessment (JSNA)'" for West Sussex was written to describe
the current and future health, social care and wellbeingneeds of the local population, and raises
important challengesfordiscussion. The overarching themes of the JSNA focus ontheimportance of
starting well, preventingineqgualities, promoting good mental and physical health, and ensuring a good
quality of life for the ‘whole person’ through recognising that there are many factors which directly and
indirectly linkto health and wellbeing. As such, the policies contained within the Neighbourhood Plan
will bring a range of benefits for the health and wellbeing of residents living in the Neighbourhood Plan
area, inadditionto addressing some of the challenges identified within the JSNA.

Supporting healthand wellbeing, thereis a strongfocus on delivering suitable housing for the different
age groups andhousing needs representedin the Neighbourhood Plan area. For example, Policy H1
(Land opposite The Green, Plaistow) identifies the need for new residential developmentto include

" West Sussex County Council (2014) Joint Strategic Needs Assessment [online] available to access via:
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small one, two and three bedroomunits, with some accommodation suitable for older residents.
Additionally, Palicy CI2 (Connecting to Technology Networks) aims to ensure that all new development
(bothresidentialand business) provides high speed broadbandin order to keep the Neighbourhood
Planarea connected to the digitalenvironment, Thiswill helpto supportsocial networks. Furthermore,
Policy T1 (Ensuring Highway Safety) outlines the requirement for new development to provide safe and
appropriate access, alongwith appropriate levels of off-street parking. Thisis particularlyimportant
froma health wellbeing perspective, in terms of enabling localresidents to safely access local services
and amenities, and supportingroad safety.

Thereis nowrobustevidence thataccess to the natural environmentimproves people’s healthand
wellbeing through encouraging healthy outdoorrecreation and relaxation. Inthis context, anumber of
policies withinthe Neighbourhood Planaimto protectand enhance the accessibility to open spaces.
Forexample, Policy EH4 (Local Green Spaces) aimsto designate tenareas aslocal green spaces, and
protectthemagainstany future development. Additionally, Policy EH1 (Protection of Heritage Assets),
Policy EH2 (Protection of the Natural Environment) and Policy EH3 (Protection of Trees, Woodlands and
Natural Vegetation) also aimto safeguard and enhance the features which indirectly contribute to the
quality of life of the local residents inthe parish.

Overall, the policies focus on the health and wellbeing of residents supports the vision of the
NeighbourhoodPlan, whichis to protect the sense of community, the safety, and the rural tranquillity of
the parish, alongwith safeguardingand enhancing the factors which directly and indirectly help to
achieve a high quality of life for the community.

The proposedsite allocation atthe Land opposite The Green, Plaistow(Policy H1) islocated ingood
proximity to the services and facilitiesin Plaistow, including the a shop, school, pre-school, village
green, village hall, playingfield and public house, which are all within easy walking distance.
Recognising that the Neighbourhood Planareaispoorly served by public transport networks, this will
supportaccessibilityand help reduce the need to travel to some key services and facilities.

Policy T1 (Ensuring Highway Safety) emphasises a requirement for new development to provide
appropriate levels of off-street parking along with sufficient road widths to accept emergency and
deliveryvehicles. Thisis further supported through Policy H4 (Housing Density and Design Principles),
which outlines theimportance of providing satisfactory road access sothatitdoes notresultin
increased dangerand inconvenience to other highway users, including pedestrians and cyclists.

Overall, the policieswithin the Neighbourhood Planrelating to the transportation environmental theme
aretailored towardsthe particular needs of the parish, with a requirement for new development to
provide suitable and safe road accessalongwith anappropriate amount of parking space for privately
owned vehicles. Due to the rural setting of the Neighbourhood Plan area, and the scope of the
Neighbourhood Plan, there are limited opportunities to significantly enhance the public transport
network and reduce the reliance of privately ownedvehicles. Due to the relatively limited scale of
growth proposedthrough the Neighbourhood Plan though, itis unlikely that there will be a significant
impactonthewiderroad networkinthe parish.

The appraisal has concluded thatthe currentversion of the PIPNP is likely to lead to significant positive
effects inrelationto the ‘population and community’ and ‘health and wellbeing' sustainability
objectives. These benefits largely relate to the carefully targeted spatial approach proposedby the
draftplan, the focus onimproving the quality of life of residents in the Neighbourhood Planareaand
the Neighbourhood Plan's impetus on protectingand enhancing open space and the quality of the
publicrealm.
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In addition, the Neighbourhood Plan has a strongfocus on protecting and enhancing landscape and
villagescape characterand the setting of the historicenvironment, leading to significant positive
effects inrelationto the ‘landscape and historic environment' theme.

The current version of the PIPNP will initiate a number of beneficial approaches regarding the
‘biodiversity', transportation, land, soil andwaterresources’and ‘climaticfactors’ sustainability
themes. Howeverthese are not consideredto be significantin the context of the SEA process given
the scope of the Neighbourhood Planand the scale of proposals.

Onerecommendation hasbeen madeinthis chapter forimproving the sustainability performance of
the PIPNP. Thisisas follows:

o Whilstthe Village Design Statementwill provide a robustbasis for the protection of landscape/
villagescape quality and the historic environmentin the Neighbourhood Plan area, the PIPNP
should seek to ensure thatall developmentinand adjacent to the Plaistow Conservation Area
is carried outin conjunction with the Plaistow Conservation Area Character Appraisal &
Management Proposals Chichester District Council, May 2013). Thiswillhelp ensure thatthe
key features and areas of importance covered by the conservation area are conserved,and
opportunities forenhancement are realised.

This recommendation should be considered through the nextiteration of plan making for the PIPNP.
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Subseqguentto the current consultation onthe Regulation 14 version of the PIPNP, the draft plan will be
updated bythe PlaistowandIfold Parish Council to reflect commentsreceived. ThisEnvironmental
Reportwill be updatedto reflect the changes made to the plan.

The PIPNP will thenbe submitted to the Local Planning Authority, Chichester District Councill, forits
consideration with the updated Environmental Report. Chichester District Council willconsider
whether the planis suitable to go forward to Independent Examinationin terms of the PIPNP meeting
legal requirementsand its compatibility with the Chichester Local Planand the emerging SDNPA Local
Plan.

Subjectto Chichester District Council (and the SDNPA's) agreement, the PIPNP willthenbe subjectto
independent examination. The Examinerwill consider whetherthe planis appropriate havingregard to
national policy and whetheritis in general conformity with the Chichester Local Plan and the emerging
SDNPA Local Plan.

The Examinerwill be able to recommend that the PIPNP is put forwardfor a referendum, or that it
should be modified orthatthe proposalshould berefused. Chichester District Council will then decide
what should be doneinlight of the Examiner’s report. Where the reportrecommends modifications to
the plan, Chichester District Council will invite the PIPNP Steering Group to make modificationsto the
plan, whichwill be reflectedin an updated Environmental Report. Where the Examiner's Report
recommends thatthe proposalis to berefused, Chichester District Councilwill doso.

Where the examinationis favourable, the PIPNP will then be subject to a referendum, organised by
Chichester District Council. If more than 50% of those who vote agree with the plan, thenitwill be
passed to Chichester District Council witha requestitis ‘made’. Once ‘'made’, the PIPNP willbecome
partof the Development Planfor the parish.
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Key messages from the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) include:

e 'Planning policies should sustain compliance with and contribute towards EUlimit values or
national objectives for pollutants, takinginto account the presence of Air Quality Management
Areas and the cumulative impacts onair quality fromindividual sitesinlocal areas. Planning
decisions should ensure thatany new developmentin Air Quality Management Areas is
consistentwith the local airqualityaction plan’.

e Newand existing developments shouldb e prevented from contributing to, being put at
unacceptableriskfrom, or beingadversely affected by unacceptable levels of air pollution.

In terms of the local context, Chichester District Council is required to monitor air quality across the
county under Section 82 of the Environment Act (1995), report regularly to Defra and take action
where nationally setlevels are likely to be exceeded. Monitoring isundertaken to assesslevels of
nitrogen dioxide (NO»), sulphur dioxide, 0zone, benzene and particulates. Where exceedances exist,
areas are declared as Air Quality Management Areas (AQMAs) and local authoritiesare required to
produce an Air Quality Action Plan (AQAP) to improve air quality inthe area. As such the Chichester
District AQAP; Towards Better Air Quality, An Air Quality Action Plan for Chichester District 2015-
2020" was created for the three AQMAs within Chichester District. Allthree of the AQMAs were
designated for exceedingannualmean Nitrogen Dioxide (NO»). The AQAP sets out actionsto positively
impactthelocal air quality, including measuring, modeland reporting on air quality, to encourage low
emission technology and encourage andfoster behavioural change/modal shift.

No AQMAsare located withinthe PIPNP area, and only three have been designated within Chichester
District, as follows:

e  Stockbridgeroundaboutatthejunctionwiththe A27 and A286;
e  Orchard Street, Chichester; and
e StPancras, Chichester.

Thesethree areas are all located within Chichester city centre, and are ¢.25 — 30km from the PIPNP.
Theseareall designated due to exceedancesinannual NO 2, whichis attributable to road trafficand
congestioninthearea. The 2016 Chichester District Council Air Quality Annual Status Report states
that air quality withregard to NO- in Chichester Districtis improving or stayingthe sameinall
monitored locations, which meantitwas not necessary to declare any further AQMAs, however the
status of the pre-existing AQMAs could notbe updatedas levelswere stillabove the air quality
objective.

In terms of key installations presentlocally with the potential to affect air quality, the biogas plant
located at Crouchland Farm, Rickmans Lane, Plaistow s likely to have some contributionto air
pollutants inthe Neighbourhood Plan area, both from the installationitself and traffic movements.

Overall however, air quality withinthe Neighbourhood Plan area itselfis generally very good.

2 Chichester District Council Air quality review and assessment — Air Quality Action Plan for Chichester District 2015-2020
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Whilst no significant air quality issues currently exist within the PIPNP area, new employmentand or
housing provision within the Neighbourhood Plan has the potential foradverse effects on air quality
throughincreasingtraffic flows andassociatedlevels of pollutants suchasNO 5.

Areas of particular sensitivity to increasedtraffic flows are likely to be the village centres and the routes
withlargest congestionissues. However these effects may be offsetin part by factors such as
measures implemented through the Chichester District Council Local Planandthe West SussexLocal
Transport Plan, which may alter traffic flowsand encourage public transport use.

It should be notedthoughthatthe existing baseline for air pollutantsis verylowin Plaistow and Ifold
Parish, and significantair quality issuesare unlikely to arise with moderate increasesin traffic flows.

Atthe Europeanlevel,the EU Biodiversity Strategy'® was adoptedinMay 2011 in order to deliveran
established new Europe-wide targetto ‘halt the loss of biodiversity and the degradation of ecosystem
services inthe EUby 2020

Key messages from the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) include:

o Contributeto the Government's commitmentto haltthe overall declinein biodiversity by
minimisingimpactsand achieving netgainsinbiodiversity wherever possible.

e Promotethe preservation, restoration andre-creation of priority habitats, ecological networks'

and the ‘protectionand recovery of priority species. Planforbiodiversity atalandscape-scale
across localauthority boundaries.

e  Setcriteriabased policiesforthe protection of internationally, nationally andlocally designated
sites, givingweightto theirimportance notjustindividually but as a part of a wider ecological
network.

e Takeaccountofthe effects of climate change inthelong term. Adoptproactive strategiesto
adaptation and manage risks through adaptation measures including greeninfrastructure(i.e.’a
network of multi-functional green space, urbanandrural, whichis capable of deliveringa wide
range of environmental and quality of life benefitsfor local communities’).

e Planpositivelyfor'greeninfrastructure’as part of planningfor‘ecological networks'.

e Highqualityopenspacesshould be protected ortheirloss mitigated, unless alack of need is
established.

The Natural Environment White Paper (NEWP)'* sets out the importance of a healthy, functioning
natural environmentto sustained economic growth, prospering communities and personal well-being.
It was inpartaresponse to the UK's failure to haltand reverse the decline in biodiversity by 2010and it
signalleda move away from the traditionalapproach of protecting biodiversity in nature reserves to
adoptinga landscape approach to protectingand enhancing biodiversity. The NEWP alsoaimsto
create a green economyinwhich economic growth and the health of our natural resources sustain
each other and markets, businessand Government better reflect the value of nature. Itincludes
commitments to:

e Haltbiodiversityloss, support functioning ecosystemsand establish coherent ecological
networks by 2020;

'3 European Commission (2011) Our life insurance, our natural capital: an EU biodiversity strategy to 2020 [online] available at:

< > lastaccessed [15/05/17]
4 Defra (2012) The Natural Choice: securing the value of nature (Natural Environment White Paper) [online] available at:
< > lastaccessed [15/05/17]
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e Establishanewvoluntaryapproachto biodiversity offsetting to be testedin pilotareas;

e Enablepartnerships oflocalauthorities, local communities and land owners, the private sector and
conservation organisations to establish new Nature Improvement Areas; and

e Addressbarriersto using greeninfrastructure to promote sustainable growth.

Reflecting the commitments within the Natural Environment White Paperand the EU Biodiversity
Strategy, ‘Biodiversity 2020: A strategy for England's wildlife and ecosystem services'aims to ‘halt
overall biodiversity loss, support healthy well-functioning ecosystems and establish coherent
ecological networks, with more and better places for nature for the benefit of wildlife and people’®.

Policy 49: Biodiversity of the Adopted Chichester Local Plan: Key Policies 2014 -2019 states that
planning permission will be granted for development where it can be demonstratedthatall the
following criteria have been met:

1. Thebiodiversity value of the siteis safeguarded,

2. Demonstrate harmto habitats or specieswhich are protected orwhich are ofimportance to
biodiversityis avoided or mitigated,

3. Theproposal hasincorporatedfeaturesthat enhance biodiversityas part of good designand
sustainable development;

4. Theproposal protects, managesand enhancesthe District's network of ecology, biodiversity
and geological sites, including the international, nationaland local designated sites (sta tutory
and non-statutory), priority habitats, wildlife corridors and stepping stones that connect them;

5. Anyindividual or cumulative adverse impacts on sites are avoided; and

6. Thebenefits of development outweigh any adverse impact on the biodiversity onthe site.
Exceptions will only be made where no reasonable alternatives are available; and planning
conditions and/or planning obligations may beimposedto mitigate or compensate for the
harmful effects of the development.

This policyhas a close focus on preventing disturbance of birds in Special Protection Areas.

S DEFRA (2011):'‘Biodiversity 2020: A strategy for England’s wildlife and ecosystem services', [online] Available to download
from: <

> lastaccessed [03/04/17]
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Strategic Environmental Assessment for the Environmental Report to accompany
Plaistow and Ifold Parish Neighbourhood Plan Regulation 14 consultation

The Ebernoe Common Special Areaof Conservation (SAC) lies lessthan 1km south of the
Neighbourhood Plan area and about 3km south west of Plaistow village. The SACis 235ha, which
consists entirely of woodland, the majority of whichis broadleaved deciduous. The area was
designated primarily for the presence of Annex | habitat;'9 7120 Atlantic acidophilous beech forests
with llexand sometimes also Taxus in the shrublayer (Quercion robori-petraeae or llici-Fagenion)’,
Therearealso two Annex |l species which were a primary reason for the selection of the site; these are
1308 Barbastelle and 1323 Bechstein’s bat. Additionally, The Mens SACis approximately 7km to the
south of the Neighbourhood Planarea,and is 204ha. Similar to The Ebernoe Common SAC, The Mens
consists entirely of broad-leaved deciduous woodland andwas designated primarily for the presence
of Annex | habitat; ‘9720 Atlantic acidophilous beech forests with llexand sometimes also Taxusin the
shrublayer (Quercion robori-petraeae or llici-Fagenion). The Annex |l listed Barbastelle batis also
recognisedas a qualifyingfeature. Although these European protected sites are outside of the
NeighbourhoodPlanarea, habitatsand commuting/foragingroutes for the bats may extend into the
NeighbourhoodPlan area.

Furthermore, the Neighbourhood Plan area contains nationally designated sites and a variety of BAP
Priority habitats and species, as discussed below.

Shillinglee Lake SSSlis located within the north western corner of the Neighbourhood Plan area, within
the South Downs NationalParkboundary. The SSSlis 17haandwas designatedin 1985 under Section
28 of the Wildlifeand Countryside Act 1981. The areais characterised by The Lake which covers the
majority of the SSSI. The SSSI was notified for the important florawhich the lake supports, four
species of which are nationally uncommon. The citation states '6:

Stands of marginal fen vegetation fringe the lake and include reed canary grass Phalaris arundinacea,
reedmace Typha latifolia, bulrush Schoenoplectus lacustris, branched bur-reed Sparganium erectum,
water mint Mentha aquatica and marsh woundwort Stachys palustris. This marginal fen gradesinto
variable woodland in which pedunculate oak Quercus robur, ash Fraxinus excelsior, hazel Corylus
avellana, downy birch Betula pubescens, alder Alnus glutinosa and white willow Salix alba are all
present. The ground flora of these woods varies fromone with the typical fen plants notedaboveto a
driertype inwhich bramble Rubus fruticosus and bracken Pteridiumaquilinum are dominant.

Fournationally rare plants occurin the lake making the site nationally significant for its flora. The rarest
ofthe fouris the cut grass Leersia oryzoides which is confined to ten UK sites —two of them in West
Sussex. The mudwort Limosellaaquaticahas its only Sussexlocation here whilst needle spike rush
Eleocharis acicularis and 6 stamened water-wort Elatine hexandra also occur. The latter three plants
are found on muds exposed during periods of drought or on other occasions when the water level of
the lakeis low.’

Thelatest condition assessment of Shilinglee Lake SSSIwas undertakenin 2012, with all of the area
classifiedas unfavourable —recovering.

Chiddingfold Forest coversanarea of 543.9ha, inthe majority covering anarea north of the PIPNP,
some of whichlies withinthe Surrey Hills Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty. The SSSIwas notifiedin
1991 under Section 28 of the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981. The site lieswithin the Low Weald
Natural Area. The Chiddingfold SSSI consists of anumber of areas of woodland which togetherforma

6 Natural England (no date): Shillinglee Lake SSSI [online] available to access via:
< > lastaccessed [05/05/17]
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large continuous network. It consists ofa mixture of woodland types ranging from ancient oak
woodlandto coniferous plantation, includingmany semi-natural types of woodland. The woodland
habitats supporthabitats forarich variety ofinsects and invertebrates, as wellas breeding birds. The
citationfor Chiddingfold Forest SSSl states”:

‘The forestlies mainly on the Weald Clay which gives rise to neutral to slightly acidic soils, but there are
parts, particularly in the gills, which are more basic (lime rich) with local outcrops of Paludina Limestone
Some of the higher parts are more acidic, these tend to have more silty or sandy soils, and heathland
species occuronrides inthese areas. The siteis linked to otherwoodlandareasand formspartofa
much larger, bur discontinuous, area of forest.

Theimportance of the site principally rests on the variety of woodlandtypes present which provide a
complexmosaic of habitats. The oldest semi-naturalbroadleaf areas are dominated by sessile oak
Quercus petraea and hornbeam Carpinus betulus, with hazel Corylus avellana forming the bulk of the
shrub layerwith occasional holly llex aquifolium, and hawthorn Crataegus monogyna. Silver birch
Betula pendula is foundin dryerareas. The herb layeris composedof such speciesas bluebell
Hyacinthoides non-scriptus, enchanter’s nightshade Circaealutetianaand honeysuckle Lonicera
periclymenum.’

The SSSlis splitinto 21 units, four of which lie within the PIPNP, a condition assessment was last
undertakenforthese sites in 2009 the results were as follows;

e Unit01:broadeaved, mixedand yewwoodland —lowland. This siteis 98.7ha,and was classified as
unfavourable —recovering.

e Unit02: broadleaved, mixedand yewwoodland—lowland. This siteis 19.5ha, and was classified s
unfavourable —recovering.

e Unit03: broadeaved, mixedand yewwoodland—lowland. This siteis 12.9ha,and was classified s
unfavourable —recovering.

e Unit13:broadleaved, mixedand yewwoodland—lowland. This siteis 17.9ha,and was classified s
unfavourable —recovering.

Overall five of the 21 units across the SSS| were favourable, with the rest classified as unfavourable —
recovering.

SSSIimpactRiskZones (IRZ) are a GIS tool/dataset which maps zonesaround each SSSlaccording to
the particular sensitivities ofthe features forwhichitis notified. They specify the types of development
that have the potential to have adverse impacts ata given location. Natural Englandis a statutory
consultee ondevelopment proposalsthat mightimpact on SSSis.

The majority of the Neighbourhood Plan area lieswithinan IRZ for one ormore SSSI, withareas around
Plaistow village and the settlement of Ifold, lying withinan IRZ for ‘Residential development of 100 units
ormore’.

The Biodiversity Action Plan (BAP) habitats'® located within the Neighbourhood Planinclude:

e  (Good Quality Semi—Improved Grassland (non-priority) — Sparwood Farm
e Lowland Fen—Small areas surrounding The Lake within the South Downs National Park.
e Ancientand semi-naturalwoodland— A variety of areas atlocations such as:

—  Wephurst

7 Natural England (no date): Chiddingfold Forest SSSI [online] available to access via:

< > lastaccessed [05/05/17]

8 MAGIC (2017): 'Interactive Mapping Tool [online] available to access via: < > |ast
accessed [05/05/17]
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— RoundwychCopse

—  Sparwood Hangar

- LimekiinWood

— Hardnips Copse

—  HogCopse

- BamWood

— Eastoflfold nextto the River Lox

— LittleHeadfoldswood Copse

— CopseCorner,Ifold

- AncientWoodlandfoundin the centre of Ifold to the rear of houses in The Ride, Chalk Road
and The Close.

e Ancientreplanted woodland-ata variety of locationssuch as:
— AshparkWood
- KingsparkWood
—  Birchfield Copse
-  HogWood
—  Manorhill Copse
- WephurstWood
e Deciduous woodland—-Coverslarge areas ofthe PIPNP area, including Kingspark Wood
e Traditional Orchards —foundin three areas:
— Lanelands atthe south of the PIPNP area;
— Asmallareainthe centre of Plaistow;and

— Asmall areafurther north of Plaistow, east of Ashpark Wood.

e Woodpasture and Parkland—alarge areato the north—west of the parish, with almost the same
boundaryas the National Park.

Figure 3.1 showsthe designated biodiversity siteslocated within the Neighbourhood Plan area.

Habitats and species have the potential to come underincreasing pressures from housingand
infrastructure developmentin the Neighbourhood Plan area, including nationally and locally designated
sites. Thisincludesalossof habitatsand impacts on biodiversity networks. This may be exacerbated
bythe effects of climate change, which has the potentialto lead to changesin the distributionand
abundance of species and changesto the composition and character of habitats.

Benefits forbiodiversity have the potential to arise fromthe increasingintegration of biodiversity
considerations within decision making, including sub-regional green infrastructure work being
undertaken by Natural England, Chichester District Council, West Sussex County Council, the South
Downs National Park Authority and other organisations.
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The UK Climate Change Risk Assessmentis published ona 5-yearly cycle inaccordance with the
requirements of the Climate Change Act 2008. It required the Governmentto compile anassessment
of the risks forthe UK arising from climate change, andthen to develop anadaptation programme to
address those risks and deliver resilience to climate change onthe ground. Forboththe 2012 andthe
2017 UK Climate Change Risk Assessment, the Adaptation Sub-Committee commissionedan
evidencereportto achieve thefollowing:

e  Basedonthelatestunderstanding ofcurrent, and future, climate risks and opportunities,

vulnerability and adaptation, what shouldthe priorities be for the next UK National Adaptation
Programme?®

The evidencereport contains six priority risk areas requiring additionalaction in the next five years, see
below:

1. Floodingand coastal changerisks to communities, businessesand infrastructure;

2. Risks to health, well-beingand productivity from high temperatures;

3. Riskofshortagesinthe public water supply, and foragriculture, energy generation andindustry;
4

Risks to natural capital, including terrestrial, coastal, marine and freshwater ecosystems, soils and
biodiversity;

o

Risks to domestic and international food productionandtrade; and

Newand emerging pestsand diseases,and invasive non-native species, affecting people, plants
and animals

The UK Climate Change Act?° was passedin 2008 and established a framework to developan
economically credible emissionsreduction path. Italsohighlightedthe role it would take in contributing
to collective actionto tackle climate change under the Kyoto Protocol, and morerecently as part of the
UN-led Paris Agreement.

The Climate Change Actincludes the following:

e 2050 Target. The Act commitsthe UK to reducing emissionsbyatleast 80%in 2050 from 1990
levels.

e CarbonBudgets.The Actrequiresthe Government to setlegally binding ‘carbon budgets’. A
carbonbudgetisa cap onthe amount of greenhouse gases emittedin the UK over a five-year
period. The carbon budgetsare designedto reflect the cost-effective path to achievingthe UK's

long-term objectives. Thefirst five carbon budgets have been putinto legislationand run up to
2032.

e  TheCommittee on Climate Change was set up to advise the Government on emissionstargets,
and reportto Parliament onprogress made inreducing greenhouse gas emissions.

e  TheNational Adaptation Programme requires the Government to assess the risks to the UK from
climate change, prepare a strategy to address them, and encourage key organisations to dothe
same. Formore detail, visit the UK adaptation policy page?".

Key messages from the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) include:

9 GOV UK:'UK Climate Change Risk Assessment Report January 2017', [online] available to download from:
< > lastaccessed [27/01/17]
20 GOV.UK (2008): ‘Climate Change Act 2008, [online] accessible via < >
last accessed [21/02/17]
21 Committee on Climate Change (2017): ‘UK Adaptation Policy’ [online] accessible via <
> lastaccessed [21/02/17]
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e Supportthetransitionto alow carbon futureina changing climate as a ‘core planning principle'.

e Thereisakeyroleforplanninginsecuring radical reductions in greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions,
including interms of meeting the targets set outin the Climate Change Act 200822, Specifically,
planning policy should supportthe move to alow carbon future through:

»  Planning fornew developmentinlocations and wayswhich reduce GHG emissions;
=  Activelysupportingenergy efficiency improvements to existing buildings;

= Setting local requirements for building's sustainability ina way thatis consistentwith the
Government's zero carbon buildingspolicy;

= Positively promoting renewable energy technologies and consideringidentifying
Suitable areas for their construction;and

»  Encouragingthose transport solutionsthat supportreductions in GHG emissionsand
reduce congestion.

¢ Directdevelopmentawayfromareas highestatrisk of flooding, with development ‘notto be
allocated if there are reasonably available sitesappropriate for the proposed developmentin
areas with alower probability of flooding. Where developmentis necessary, itshould be made
safewithoutincreasinglevels of flood risk elsewhere.

e Takeaccountoftheeffects of climate change in the long term, taking into accounta range of
factors including flooding. Adopt proactive strategiesto adaptationand manage risksthrough
adaptation measures includingwell planned green infrastructure.

The Flood and Water Management Act?? highlights that alternatives to traditional engineering
approachesto flood riskmanagementinclude:

e Incorporating greaterresilience measuresinto the design of new buildings, and retro -fitting
properties atrisk (including historic buildings);

e  Utilisingthe environmentin orderto reduce flooding, for example through the management of
land to reduce runoff and through harnessing the ability of wetlands to store water;

e |dentifying areas suitable forinundation and water storage to reduce the risk of flooding
elsewhere;

e Planning toroll back developmentin coastalareasto avoid damage from flooding or coastal
erosion; and

e  Creating sustainable drainage systems (SuDS)?*

Further guidanceis providedinthe document ‘Planning for SuDs'.2° This report calls for greater
recognition of the multiple benefits that water management can present. It suggests that successful
SuDS are capable of ‘contributing to local quality of life and green infrastructure’.

A Strategic Flood Risk Assessment (SFRA)?6 was undertakenin 2008 for Chichester District Council.
This SFRA creates a framework forthe consideration of flood risk when making planning decisions,
and was developedas part of the Local Development Framework. Floodriskacross the Districtis
discussed alongside information regarding flood defences and flood warning. Floodingis also
considered inthe future, aiming to predictlikelyimpacts of climate change onfloodingin the district.

22 The Climate Change Act 2008 sets targets for greenhouse gas (GHG) emission reductions through action in the UK of at least
80% by 2050, and reductionsin CO, emissions of atleast 26% by 2020, against a 1990 baseline.

2 Flood and Water Management Act (2010) [online] available at:

24 N.B. The provision of Schedule 3 to the Flood and Water Management Act 2010 came into force on the 1st of October 2012
and makes it mandatory for any developmentin England or Wales to incorp orate SuDs.

25 CIRIA (2010) 'Planning for SuDs —making ithappen’ [online] available to access via

< > last accessed [04/04/17]

26 Chichester District County Council (2008) Strategic Flood Risk Assessment [online] available to access via

< > lastaccessed [08/05/17]
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Policy 42 Flood Riskand Water Management, of the Adopted Chichester Local Plan: Key Policies
2014-2019 statesthat:

Flood and erosionriskwillbe taken into account atall stages in the planning process to avoid
inappropriate developmentinareas at current or future risk, and to direct developmentaway from
areas of highestrisk’,

The policyalso discussesthe futurerisks of flooding with regard to climate change, withthe
importance of avoidinginappropriate developmentinareas which are likely to be atrisk of floodingas a
resultof climate change.

Chichester District Council's Surface Water & Foul Drainage Supplementary Planning Document (SPD)
was adoptedin September 2016. Itseeks to guide developers, consultantsand decisions makers and
help them ensure that the necessary surface water and foul drainage infrastructure can be providedto
accompany new developmentinthe district. The SPD is a material consideration for CDC when
assessingplanningapplications orappeals forany net new dwelling(s) and willbe reviewedand
updated periodically as necessary.

In relationto GhG emissions, source datafrom the Department of Energy and Climate Change
suggests that Chichester District has had consistently higher per capita emissions total thanthat of
boththe South Eastof Englandand England as a whole since 2005 (see Table 4.1). Chichester District
has seena 13.8% reductioninthe percentage oftotal emissions per capita between 2005and 2012,
lower than the reductions forthe South East (15.9%) and England (16.7 %).

The outcome of research on the probable effects of climate change inthe UKwas released in 2009 by
the UK Climate Projections (UKCP09) team?’. UKCPO09 gives climate information for the UK up to the
end of this century and projections of future changesto the climate are provided, based on
simulationsfrom climate models. Projections are broken down to a regional levelacross the UK and are
shownin probabilistic form, whichillustrate the potentialrange of changes andthe level of confidence
ineach prediction.

As highlighted by the research, the effects of climate change for the South East of England by 2050 for
amedium emissions scenario?® arelikely to be as follows:

e Thecentral estimate ofincrease inwintermeantemperatureis 2.2°C andanincrease in summer
meantemperature of 2.8°C;and

e Thecentral estimate of change inwinter mean precipitationis 16% and summer mean
precipitationis —19%.

Resulting from these changes, arange of risks may exist for the Neighbourhood Plan area. These
include:

e Effects onwaterresources fromclimate change;
e Reductioninavailability of groundwater forabstraction;
e Adverse effect onwater quality fromlow stream levels and turbulent stream flowafter heavy rain;

e Increasedriskofflooding,includingincreasedvulnerabilityto 1:100yearfloods;

2’ The datawas released on 18th June 2009: See: < > lastaccessed [04/02/17]
28 UK Climate Projections (2009) South East 2050s Medium Emissions Scenario [online] available at:
< > lastaccessed [28/03/17]
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e Aneedtoincreasethe capacity of wastewater treatment plants and sewers;

e Aneedtoupgradeflood defences;

e  Soilerosiondueto flash flooding;

e Lossofspeciesthatareatthe edge of their southerly distribution;

e  Spread of speciesatthe northern edge of their distribution;

e Increased demandforair-conditioning;

e Increased droughtand floodrelated problems such as soil shrinkages and subsidence;
e Riskofroad surfaces meltingmore frequently due to increased temperature; and

e Floodingofroads.

Figure 4.1 displaysthe fluvial floodriskareas in the Neighbourhood Plan area. Inthis context there are
several areas whicharein FloodZone 3. These areas include those surrounding The Lake, with some
properties to the south lying withinthe highriskfloodzone. The areato the north-east of Ifoldalsohas
areas whichlie withinFloodZone 3, particularly surrounding the Wey and Arun Canal. Some roadsin
the parish, including Plaistow Road, are alsolocated within Flood Zone 3 with a highrisk of flooding.

Themainareas whichare inFlood Zone 3 are those surroundingwaterbodies, such as Loxwoodhills
Pond, Ifold, the Wey and Arun Canal, along with several unnamed watercourses. These areas of Flood
Zone 3 cover several roads, including include Foxbridge Lane, Loxwood Road, large areas of Plaistow
road and Shillinglee Road.

Climate change has the potentialto increase the occurrence of extreme weather events in the PIPNP
area. This s likely to increase risks associated with climate change (including fluvial, coastal and
drainagerelatedflooding) withanincreasedneed forresilience andadaptation. Additional future
developmenthas the potential to exacerbate floodrisks.

A Critical Drainage Area(CDA) s a discrete geographic area where multiple and interlinked sources of
floodrisk causesfloodingin one ormore Local Flood Risk Zones (LFRZ) during severe weather,
impacting people, property and/orlocal infrastructure. Chichester District Council may wish to
designate their own CDAs (inthe absence of any designations fromthe Environment Agency)?° within
the Neighbourhood Planareawithin the future, forreasons such as surface water capacity issues.

In terms of climate change mitigation, GhG emissions generated in the Neighbourhood Plan area may
decrease withwideradoption of energy efficiency measures, renewable energy productionand new
technologies. However, anincrease in the built footprint of the PIPNP area has the potential to
contribute to increases inabsolute levels of GhG emissions.

The National Planning Practice Guidance's advice statesthat Neighbourhood Plans shouldinclude
enoughinformation, whererelevant, ‘about/ocalheritage to guide decisions and put broader strategic
heritage policies from the localplan into action ata neighbourhood scale”and “aboutlocal non-
designated heritage assets including sites of archaeological interest to guide decisions”. Paragraph
115 of the NPPF states thata “great weight should be given to conservinglandscape and scenic
beautyinNational Parks, the Broads and Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty, which have the highest

29 GOV.UK (2017): ‘Flood Risk Assessmentin Flood Zone 1 and Critical Drainage Areas', [onling] available to view via:
< > lastaccessed [06/04/17)
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Status of protectioninrelation to landscape and scenic beauty. The conservation of wildlife and
cultural heritage are important considerations in allthese areas, and should be given great weightin
National Parks andthe Broads.” Additional key messages from the National Planning Policy Framework
(NPPF)include:

e Protectand enhance valued landscapes, giving particular weight to those identified as being of
national importance.

e Heritageassets shouldberecognisedas an'irreplaceable resource’ that shouldbe conserved in
a’'manner appropriate to their significance’, taking account of ‘the wider social, cultural, economic
and environmental benefits of conservation, whilst also recognising the positive contribution new
development canmake to local character and distinctiveness.

e Setouta'positive strategy forthe ‘conservation and enjoyment of the historic environment,
including those heritage assetsthatare mostatrisk.

e Develop robustand comprehensive policies that set out the quality of development thatwill be
expected forthearea. Such policiesshouldbe based onstated objectives forthe future of the
area and an understandingand evaluation of its defining characteristics”.

e Considerthe effects of climate change inthe long term, includingin terms of landscape. Adopt
‘proactive strategies' to adaptation and manage risks through adaptation measuresincluding wel |
planned greeninfrastructure.

The Government's Statement on the Historic Environment for England®® sets outits visionfor the
historic environment. It callsforthose who have the power to shape the historic environmentto
recogniseits valueandto manageitinanintelligentmannerinlight of the contribution thatit can make
to social, economicand culturallife.

Policy 47: Heritage and Design of the Adopted Chichester Local Plan: Key Policies 2014-2019 states

that planning permission for new developments willbe grantedwhere it can be demonstrated that the

following criteria have been met, with supporting guidance followed;

e Theproposal conserves and enhances the special interestand settings of designatedand non-
designatedheritage assetsincluding:

- Monuments, sitesand areas of archaeological potential orimportance;

— Listed buildingsincludingbuildings or structures forming part of the curtilage of the listed
building; - Buildings of local importance, including locally listedand positive buildings;

— Historic buildings or structures/features of local distinctivenessand character;
— Conservation Areas, and
— Historic Parks or Gardens, bothregistered or of local importance and historic landscapes.

e Developmentrespects distinctive local characterand sensitively contributes to creating places of
a higharchitectural and built quality;

e Developmentrespects existingdesigned or natural landscapes;and

e Theindividualidentity of settlementsis maintained, and the integrity of predominantly open and
undeveloped character of the area, including the openness of the views inand around the South
Downs National Parkis notundermined.

The South Downs National Park Authority has produced the Partnership Management Plan (PMP),
Shaping the Future of your South Downs National Park 2014-2019%". The PMP provides a framework

30 HM Government (2010) The Government's Statement on the Historic Environment for England [online] available at:
< > last
accessed[30/03/17]
31 South Downs National Park Authority (2017) Partnership Management Plan, Shaping the future of your South Downs National
Park 2014 -2019. [online] available at: <

> lastaccessed [09/05/17]
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forthe emerging National Park-wide local planwhichis estimatedfor submissionand adoptionin
2018. The PMP willconsiderimpacts onthe National Park's special qualities fromoutside its boundary
as well as frominside. This couldbe through water flows or use, species migration, traffic, economic
activity or views to and fromthe area. They key aims/outcomes of the National Park PMP are as follows;

e Athrivingliving landscape,

Outcome 1: The landscape character of the National Park, its special qualitiesand local
distinctivenesshave been conserved and enhanced by effectively managingland and the
negative impacts of developmentand cumulative change. ,,

Outcome 2: Thereis increased capacity within the landscape forits natural resources,
habitats and species to adapt to the impacts of climate change and other pressures.

Outcome 3: A well-managed andbetter connected network of habitats andincreased
populationand distribution of priority species now existinthe National Park. ,,

Outcome 4: The condition and status of cultural heritage assets and their settings is
significantly enhanced, many more have been discovered and they contribute positively to
local distinctivenessand sense of place.

e Peopleconnected withplaces

Outcome 5: Outstanding visitor experiencesare underpinned by a high qualityaccess and
sustainable transport network providing benefits such as improved health and wellbeing.

Outcome 6: Thereis widespread understanding ofthe special qualities of the National Park
and the benefits it provides.

Outcome 7: Therange and diversity of traditional culture and skillshas been protectedand
there is anincreasein contemporary arts and crafts thatare inspired by the special qualities
of the National Park.

Outcome 8: More responsibilityand actionistaken by visitors, residents and businessesto
conserve and enhance the special qualities anduse resources more wisely.

e Towardsasustainable future

Outcome 9: Communities and businessesin the National Park are more sustainable with an
appropriate provision of housing to meetlocal needsand improvedaccessto essential
services and facilities.

Outcome 10: A diverse and sustainable economy has developedwhich providesa range of
business and employment opportunities, many of which are positively linked with the special
qualities of the National Park.

Outcome 11: Local people have access to skilled employmentand training opportunities.
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Strategic Environmental Assessment for the Environmental Report to accompany
Plaistow and Iford Neighbourhood Plan Regulation 14 consultation

The western part of the Neighbourhood Plan area including The Lake lies withinthe South Downs
National Park. The South Downs National Parkwas designatedin 2010 and covers anarea of
1,600km?2. The following seven Special Qualities were agreed by the South Downs National Park
Authorityin2011:

e Diverse, inspirationallandscapes andbreath-taking views;

e Arichvariety of wildlife and habitats including rare and internationallyimportant species;
e Tranquiland unspoiltplaces;

¢ Anenvironmentshaped by centuries of farming and embracing new enterprise;

e Greatopportunities forrecreational activities andlearning experiences;

e Well-conserved historical featuresand a rich cultural heritage;

¢ Distinctive towns and villages,and communities with real pride in their area.

National Character Areas (NCAs) are landscape areas which share similar characteristics, following
natural lines inthe landscape rather than administrative boundaries. Developed by Natural England,
NCA profilesdescribe the natural and cultural features that shape each of these landscapes, providing
abroad contextto its character. The NeighbourhoodPlanareais located within NCA 12 1:Low Weald.
The LowWeald NCAis a broad, low lying clay valley, whichis predominantly agricultural, supporting in
the majority pastoral farming due to the heavy clay soils. The NCAalso supports many densely
wooded areaswith a high proportion of ancientwoodland;itis alsorated amongthe mostimportant
forrichness of batspecies, bullfinch and woodpecker as wellas rare plants andlichens.

A lLandscape Character Assessmentwas undertaken for West Sussex, with 42 unique areas identified.
The PIPNP lies within LW2 North Western Low Weald®2. The area is characterised as;

'A scenic, undulating pastorallandscape of mixed geology, extending from the Arun Valley in the east
and Petworth and Northchapel in the westand represents the western extent of the Low Weald. It
comprises a gentle rolling, enclosed rural landscape, with a sense of unity conferred by strong
patterns of woodland, streams androlling pasture interspersed with more open arable fields. Na tural
colours and textures of mature semi-natural woodland and pasture predominate. Many pastures
containfield oaktrees and are enclosed by sometimes dense networks of hedgerows, hedgerow
trees, shaws, and frequent smalland medium sizedwoodlands. Overall, the area has a remote and
tranquil character.’

In the Chichester District Landscape Capacity Study Extension for Chichester District Council,
PlaistowandIfoldare within Zone 1733, The Landscape Capacity Study states;

‘The village of Plaistow is located in Zone 17 on relatively high ground within the locality. The landto the
southand eastfalls towards watercourses. The settlementis surrounded by pastoral fields contained
bywoodlandto the north, westand south. A minor valley feature andwatercourse runs through the
area to the eastofthe settlement. The landscape thenrises to form minorridges to the east of the
valley.

32\West Sussex County Council (No Date) Landscape Character Assessment of West Sussex. [online] available at
<
> last accessed [09/05/17]
33 Chichester District Council (2011) Chichester District Landscape Capacity Study Extension. [online] available to access via:
< > lastaccessed [09/05/17]
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Onlowerground, Ifold(Zone 17)is separated fromPlaistow to the west by the minorridges along the
settlements western edge. Ifoldis on gently slopingland which falls towards the Wey and Arun Canal to
the east, whichinturns leads to the wider Arun Valley to the east.’

Historic Englandis the statutory consultee for certain categories of listed building consentandall
applicationsforscheduled monument consent. The historic environmentis protected throughthe
planning system, via conditionsimposed on developers and other mechanisms. The Neighbourhood
Planarea contains no Grade listed buildings, however there are 72 Grade Il and one Grade lI* listed
buildings within the Neighbourhood Plan area.

The Grade II*listed building within the Neighbourhood Plan area is 'Shillinglee Court Shillinglee House'.
Listed in November 1998, the north wing of the building (how Shillinglee Court) was builtin 1735 for
Edward Turnour, withthe south wing (how numbers 1,2, and 3 Shillinglee House) was addedinthe
1780s for Edward Turnour Garth, the 15 Earl of Winterton®*. The 2016 draft of the Village Design
Statementfor the Plaistowand IFOLD Parish states the following:

“Shillinglee was originally a Manor of the Arundel Estates, belonging to the Duke of Norfolk's family.
Theyused this and the surrounding areas of the ancient Chiddingfold Forest as a huntinglodge. Until
the mid-1970's, the Shillinglee Estate was owned for 300 years by the Turnour family.Inthe mid -
1970's the majority of the estate, which consisted of several dairy farms and both Kingsparkand
Ashparkforestry, was sold off. The main house now consists of three apartments”.

The Parishhas notundertaken a survey of Grade Il listed buildingsin the part of the Planarea outside
of the South Downs National Park. The Parish Council is notaware of any Grade Il listed buildings as
being underthreat. All Grade Il listed buildings are occupiedand well-maintained, but is has been noted
that Crouchland Farm House (Grade Il) is next to the unapproved Crouchland Biogas Limited industrial
biogasplant. There are three Grade Il listed buildings within the National Park boundary. The South
Downs National Park Buildings at Risk Survey (2012/13)%5 stated that only 1.52% of Grade Il buildings
were at risk, with 4.69% recorded as being ina vulnerable condition. The survey doesnotlistthe
condition of individual buildings.

Thereis one scheduled monument within the Neighbourhood Plan area, the Site of the Wephurst Glass
House, whichis located on Wisborough Green Roadin Plaistow. The monument was scheduled under
the Ancient Monuments and Archaeological Areas Act 1979 asamendedas itappearsto the
Secretary of State to be of national importance.

There areno nationally registered battlefields orregistered historic parks and gardens withinthe
NeighbourhoodPlanarea.

Conservationareas are designated because of their special architectural and historic interest?®.
Conservationarea appraisalsare a tool to demonstrate the area’s special interest, explaining the
reasons for designationand providing a greater understanding andarticulation of its character -
mentioned within the ‘Conservation Area Designation, Appraisaland Management' advice note by
Historic England®’. Ideally, appraisals should be regularly reviewed as part of the management of the
Conservation Area, and canbe developed intoa management plan. The Plaistow Conservationarea
covers much of the east of Plaistow village.

34 Historic England (2017): ‘Shillinglee Court Shillinglee House', [online] available to access via:
< > lastaccessed [17/08/17]
35 South Downs National Park Authority (2012: ‘Buildings at Risk Survey’, [online] available to access via:
< > lastaccessed [17/08/17]
36 Historic England (2017):‘Conservation Areas', [online] available to access via: <
> lastaccessed [27/03/17]

37 Historic England (2016): ‘Conservation Area Designation, Appraisal and Management Advice Note 1, [online] available to
download from: <

> lastaccessed [27/03/17]

Prepared for: Plaistow and Ifold Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group AECOM
56


https://historicengland.org.uk/listing/the-list/list-entry/1226667
https://www.southdowns.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2015/09/SDNP_BAR_2012-Report.pdf
https://historicengland.org.uk/listing/what-is-designation/local/conservation-areas/
https://historicengland.org.uk/listing/what-is-designation/local/conservation-areas/
https://www.historicengland.org.uk/images-books/publications/conservation-area-designation-appraisal-management-advice-note-1/
https://www.historicengland.org.uk/images-books/publications/conservation-area-designation-appraisal-management-advice-note-1/

Strategic Environmental Assessment for the Environmental Report to accompany
Plaistow and Iford Neighbourhood Plan Regulation 14 consultation

A Character Appraisaland Management Proposal®® was createdin 2013 for the Plaistow Conservation
Area (whichwas also extendedin 2013). The Character Appraisal summarised a number of significant
features of the Plaistow Conservation Area, whichinclude;

e Smalltranquil village located in countryside with an attractive setting of undulatingwoodland
and fields;

e Triangularstreetlayoutencompasses areas of open greenspace usedas a village common
and a children's playground;

e Thevillagepondforms afocal pointinthe middle of the village;
¢ Informallow densitylayout of houses and small cottages, many withvisible gardens;
e Areas of woodlandwithin the village reinforceits rural character;

e Thejunctionof LoxwoodRoad, The Street, Dunsfold Road andthe private lane which leads
northwards towards PlaistowPlaceis the centre of the village;

o Thethree mostimportantbuildingsin Plaistow, Holy Trinity Church, The Sun Public House, and
the village Primary School, are all located close to this junction;

e HolyTrinity Churchis unlisted and datesto the 1860s - itis notable forits sandstone elevations,
clocktower, and tall lancet windows; and

e ThePrimary Schoolwas builtin 1869 and retains a well detailed front elevation to Loxwood
Road, although there have been sizeable additionsto the rear.

The onlyloss of character we are aware of withinthe Conservation Areaisthe introduction of concrete
kerbing around the recreation groundand The Green. Outside of the Conservation Area, the
NeighbourhoodPlan Steering Group notestheloss oftrees in Ancient Woodland (Hardnip's Copse)
next to the Crouchland Biogas Limitedindustrialbiogas plantandthe removal of ancienthedgerow at
Crouchland Farm. The group also notes significantloss of ancient woodland within the Ifold Settlement
Boundarywhere manytrees had TPO's butthe CDC Tree Officer gave planning permission for felling.

The Management Proposalsidentified measures to maximise the positive features and minimise
negative features withinthe conservationarea, such as poorly detailed modern extensions, speeding
traffic, issues with the conservation area boundary, and visible overhead cables. This willbe done
through a review of the boundary, with the view to extend the boundary to coverarange of extra
buildings. Methods of improving pedestrian safety and reducing traffic speedsin Plaistow willbe
sought, whilst keeping the special character of the conservation area. Another recommendedactionis
that the Chichester District Council will ensure that all new developmentwithin orborderingthe
conservationarea is carefully designed so sympathetic to its surroundings.

Since 2008, Historic England has released an annual Heritage at Risk Register. The Heritage at Risk
Register highlightsthe Gradel, Gradelland Grade II* listed buildings, scheduled monuments, historic
parks and gardens, registered battlefields, wreck sites and conservation areas deemedto be ‘atrisk.
The 2016 Heritage at Risk Register for South East England®® only highlights Grade | and Grade II* listed
buildings which are atrisk outside of London, unlesstheyare Grade Il listed places of worship. This
means thatno informationis available regarding the level of risk facing the majority of listed buildingsin
the Neighbourhood Planarea. The scheduled monumentinthe Neighbourhood Planarea is notlisted
and therefore notbeen evaluated.

It should be notedthat notall of the area'’s historicenvironment featuresare subjectto statutory
designations,and non-designated features comprise a large part of what people have contactwith as

38 Chichester District Council (2013) Plaistow Conservation Area Character Appraisal and Management Proposals [online]

available to access via < > lastaccessed [09/05/17]
3 Historic England (2016): 'Heritage at Risk 2016 Register — South East’, [online] available to download via:
< > lastaccessed [15/05/17]

Prepared for: Plaistow and Ifold Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group AECOM
57


http://www.chichester.gov.uk/CHttpHandler.ashx?id=16939&p=0
https://www.historicengland.org.uk/images-books/publications/har-2016-registers/

Strategic Environmental Assessment for the Environmental Report to accompany
Plaistow and Iford Neighbourhood Plan Regulation 14 consultation

partof dailylife —whetherathome, work orleisure. Although not designated, many buildingsand areas
are of historic interestand are seenas important by local communities. For example, open spaces and
key distinctive buildings in the area are likely to be of value forlocal people. Alongside, there are
buildings of historic and local importance inIfoldthatare notlisted; some of these date from the
1800s, including Butlers formerly Alpine Cottage, Hogwood House, Ifold Cottage, Keepers Cottage,
Trelayneand The Lodge, all of which arelistedin Appendix 2 "Historic Buildings of Positive Merit' within
the August 2017 draftNeighbourhood Plan

The Chichester District Historic Environment Record (HER) isa publicly available resource used for the
purposes of planning, conservation, research, education and general interest. The HER database
provides anindex of archaeological sites, monuments, landscapes, listed buildings and other
information regarding the historic environment. 24 recordswithin the parish are on the West Sussex
HER database, incorporatinga wide range of features, including the Wey and Arun Canal, parks, glass
furnaces, quarries, brickworks, lime kilns and others.

Figure 5.1 showsthe designatedlandscapesand historic sites located within the Neighbourhood Plan
area.

New developmentareas in the Neighbourhood Plan area have the potentialto impact on the fabricand
setting of cultural heritage assets; for example’ through inappropriate design and layout. It shouldbe
noted, however, that existing historic environment designations and, in the west of the parish the South
Downs National Park offera degree of protection to cultural heritage assets and their settings.
Additionally the Character Appraisaland Management Plan for the Plaistow Conservation Area offers
additional protectioninterms of outlining suggested priorities formanagementand decision making
forareas withinthese two conservation areas.

New development has the potential to lead to small, butincrementalchangesinlandscape and
villagescape characterand quality inand around the Neighbourhood Plan area; forinstance through
the loss of landscape features andvisible impact. However, new development need notbe harmful to
the significance of a heritage asset, andinthe context of the PIPNP area thereis opportunity for new
developmentto enhance the historic setting of the key features and areas and betterreveal assets’
cultural heritage significance.

The EU's Soil Thematic Strategy*® presentsa strategy for protecting soils resourcesin Europe. The
mainaim of the strategy is to minimise soil degradation andlimitassociated detrimental effects linked
to water quality and quantity, human health, climate change, biodiversity, and food safety.

The EU Water Framework Directive (WFD) drives a catchment-based approach to water management.
In Englandand Walesthere are 100 water catchments anditis Defra’s intentionis to establisha
frameworkforintegrated catchment management'across England. The Environment Agencyis
establishing ‘Significant Water Management Issues'andrecently presented second River Basin
Management Plans to ministers. The plans seekto deliver the objectives of the WFD namely:

e Enhancethe status and prevent the further deterioration of aquatic ecosystemsand associated
wetlands which depend onaquatic ecosystems,

) Promote the sustainable use ofwater;

e Reducethepollution of water, especially by ‘priority’and ‘priority hazardous' substances; and

49 European Commission (2006) Soil Thematic Policy [online] available at: < >
last accessed [15/05/17]
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e  Ensuretheprogressive reduction of groundwater pollution.

Key messages from the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) include:

e Protectand enhancesoils. Thevalue of bestand mostversatile agriculturallandshould alsobe
takeninto account.

e Preventnew orexisting development frombeing‘adversely affected by the presence of
‘unacceptablelevels’ of soilpollution orlandinstability and be willing to remediate and mitigate
‘despoiled, degraded, derelict, contaminated and unstable land, where appropriate’.

e Encouragetheeffective use of land' through the reuse of land which has been previously
developed, providedthatthis is not of high environmentalvalue'. Whilst thereis no longera
national requirement to buildata minimumdensity, the NPPF requires local planning authorities to
'set out theirownapproachto housing density to reflectlocal circumstances'.

e Producestrategicpoliciesto deliver the provision of a variety of infrastructure, including that
necessary forwater supply.

e Withregards to waste, the NPPF doesnot contain any specific waste policies as waste planning
policywill be publishedas part of the National Waste Management Plan.

Other key documents at the national level include Safeguarding our Soils: A Strategy for England*’,
which sets outa visionforsoil use in England, and the Water White Paper*?, which sets out the
Government's visionforamoreresilientwater sector. It states the measuresthatwill be taken to tacke
issues suchas poorly performing ecosystems, and the combinedimpacts of climate change and
population growth on stressed waterresources. Interms of waste management, the Government
Review of Waste Policy in England*? recognises that environmental benefitsand economic growth can
bethe result of a more sustainable approach to the use of materials.

In February 2011, the Government signalled its belief thatmore locally focussed decision making and
actionshould sitatthe heart of improvements to the water environment. Thisis widely known as the
catchment-basedapproachandhas beenadoptedto deliver requirementsunderthe Water
Framework Directive. Chichester District Council lies within the South East River Basin Management
Planarea*. This area is subdividedinto catchments, with the Arunand Western Streams catchment
covering the Chichester District. A Catchment Partnership has been established foreach of these to
directand coordinate relevant activitiesand projects within the catchment through the production of a
Catchment Management Plan*®. The Catchment Partnerships are supportedbya broadrange of
organisationsand individuals representinga whole host of interests.

Policy 53 District Canals of the Adopted Chichester Local Plan: Key Policies 2014-2019 states;

'"Appropriate development that assists the provision of through navigation or enhancement of the
Chichester Ship Canal and the Wey and Arun Canal willbe supported where it meets environmental,
ecological and transport considerations.”

41 Defra (2009) Safeguarding our Soils: A strategy for England [online] available to download from:
< > last accessed [30/01/17]
42 Defra (2011) Water for life (The Water White Paper) [online] available at <
> lastaccessed [30/01/17]
43 Defra (2011) Government Review of Waste Policy in England [online] available at:
< > lastaccessed [30/01/17]
44 GOV.UK (2009): South East River Basin District River Basin Management Plan: 2009", [online] available to download via:
< > lastaccessed [17/08/17]
4% Arun and Western Streams Catchment Partnership (no date): Catchment Management Plan’, [online] available to view via:
< > last accessed [17/08/17]
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The Neighbourhood Plan area does not have a history of heavy industrial land use. However several
significantand one majorindustrial pollutionincidents have beenrecorded by the Environment Agency
underthe EC Integrated Pollution Prevention and Control Directive (IPCC)*6. Theseincidentsall
occurred from the industrial biogas plantlocated at Crouchland Farm, in the s outh of the
NeighbourhoodPlanarea. The major pollution event occurred in 2016 andwas concernedwith
specific waste materials polluting water. Thiseventwas categorisedas major due to the potential for
persistentand extensive effects on the quality of the environment, there may be major damage to the
ecosystem, agriculture and/or commerce, and it may have a seriousimpact uponman.

The Agricultural Land Classification (ALC) classifieslandinto six grades (plus ‘non-agricultural’and
‘urban’), where Grades 1 to 3aarerecognisedas beingthe ‘bestand mostversatile'land and Grades
3bto 5 are of poorer quality.

In terms of the location of the bestand most versatile agriculturalland, a detailed classification has not
been undertakenwithin the NeighbourhoodPlan area. Based onthe 1:250,000 series of ALC maps
produced by Natural England*” and utilised for strategic purposes, the land in the Neighbourhood Plan
area is non-agricultural or Grade 3 goodto moderate. However there is no detailedinformation
available asto whetherthe Grade 3 areas are 3a or 3b.

Thelargest watercourse within the Neighbourhod Plan area is the Wey and Arun Canal, whichis
located inthe northeast of the parish, adjacentto Ifold. There arange of lakesand pondswithin the
NeighbourhoodPlanarea. These include Loxwoodhills Pond and the Upperand Lower North Ponds.
The Neighbourhood Plan area containsa large network of small streams, which are visible in Figures
4.7and 4.2.

Groundwater Source Protection Zones (SPZs) have been defined by the Environment Agency in
England and Wales to protect groundwater sources such as wells, boreholesand springs that are used
forpublic drinkingwater supply. The zones show the risk of contamination from activities that might
cause groundwater pollutioninthe area. There are no SPZs covering the Neighbourhood Plan area.

The Nitrates Directive (91/676/EEC) requires Member States to identify areas where groundwater has
nitrate concentrations of more than 50 mg/Initrate oris thought to be atrisk of nitrate contamination.
Areas associated with such groundwater are designated as Nitrate Vulnerable Zones (NVZs), andas
such, theyare recognisedas being atrisk from agricultural nitrate pollution. Member States are
required to establish Action Programmes in order to reduce and prevent further nitrate contamination.
NVZs for 2017-2020 started on January 15t 201748, including new areas of NVZs and excluding areas
that have been de-designated. The Neighbourhood planarea lieswithin NVZ 523 for surface water, as
well as proposed 2017 NVZ area S532 (also for surface water).

46 Environment Agency Interactive Map: ‘Pollution Incidents’ [online] accessible via: <
> lastaccessed [20/03/17]
47 Natural England (2011):'Agricultural Land Classification map London and the South East (ALC007), [online] available to

download via: < > lastaccessed
[30/03/17]

48 GOV.UK (2017): ‘Nutrient Management: Nitrate Vulnerable Zones' [online] available to access via:

< > lastaccessed [17/03/17)
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Dueto increasing legislative and regulatory requirements, there are increasing pressures to improve
recycling and compostingrates.

In terms of water quality, the requirements of the Water Framework Directive (andits replacement) are
likely to lead to continued improvements to water quality inwatercoursesinthe wider area. Water
qualityhas the potential to be affected by pollutionincidentsinthe area, the presence of non-native
species and future physicalmodifications to waterbodies.

Key messages from the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) include:

e To'boostsignificantly the supply of housing', local planningauthorities should meet the 'full,
objectively assessed need for market and affordable housing'in theirarea. Theyshouldpreparea
Strategic Housing Market Assessment to assess their full housing needs, workingwith
neighbouringauthorities where housing market areas cross administrative boundaries. The
Strategic Housing Market Assessment should identify the scale and mix of housingand the range
of tenures thatthe local populationislikely to need over the plan period.

e Withaviewto creating 'sustainable, inclusive and mixed communities' authorities should ensure
provision ofaffordable housing onsite or externally where robustly justified.

e Inruralareas, whenexercising the duty to cooperate with neighbouring authorities, local planning
authorities shouldberesponsive to local circumstances and plan housing development to reflect
local needs, particularly foraffordable housing, including through rural exception sites where
appropriate. Authorities should consider whether allowing some market housing would facilitate
the provision of affordable housing to meetlocalneeds.

e TheNPPF attaches greatimportance to the design of the built environment. It explains howgood
designis akeyaspectin sustainable development, andhow development shouldimprove the
quality of the area overits lifetime, notjustinthe shortterm. Good architecture and landscaping
areimportant, with the use of design codes contributingto the delivery of high quality outcomes.
Design shouldreinforce local distinctiveness, raise the standardmore generally in the area and
address the connectionsbetween people andplaces.

e Thesocialrole of the planning system involves 'supporting vibrant and healthy communities’.

e Theplanning system can playanimportantroleinfacilitating socialinteractionand creating
healthy, inclusive communities

e Promotetheretentionand development of local services and community facilities such aslocal
shops, meeting places, sports venues, cultural buildings, public housesand places of worship.

e Ensurethatdevelopments create safe andaccessible environments where crime and disorder,
and the fear of crime, do notundermine quality of life or community cohesion. Placesshould

contain clearand legible pedestrian routes, and high quality publicspaces, which encourage the
active and continual use of public areas.

e Ensuring thatthereis a'sufficientchoice of schoolplaces'is of ‘greatimportance’and thereis a
need to take a ‘proactive, positive and collaborative approach’ to bringing forward ‘development
that will widen choice in education’.
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The 'Readyfor Ageing? report, published by the Select Committee on Public Service and
Demographic Change*® warns that societyis underprepared for anageing population. The report
states that Tongerlives can be a great benefit, but there has been a collective failure to address the
implications and without urgentaction this great boon couldturn into a series of miserable crises’. The
reportrecognises thatthe supply of specialisthousingforthe older generationisinsufficient for the
demand. Thereis a need for central and local Government, housing associations, and house builders
to ensure that these housing needs are better addressed, giving as much priority to promotingan
adequate market of social housing for the older generationasis givento the younger generation.

There are a range of policies withinthe Adopted Chichester Local Plan: Key Policies 2014-2019
relating to the Population and Community SA theme, including as follows;

e Policy 3: The Economyand Employment Provision;

e Policy4:HousingProvision;

e Policy 33: New Residential Development;

o Policy 34: Affordable Housing;

e Policy38:Local and Community Facilities;

e Policy52: GreenlInfrastructure;and

e Policy54: Open Space, Sportand Recreation.

Accordingto the mostrecent census data available, the populationin 2011 in Plaistow andIfold Parish
was 1,898, whichwas anincrease of 2.3%from 2001. In comparison the population of Chichester
Districthas seenanincrease of 6.5%inthe same time period. The populationincrease inthe PIPNP
area was significantly lower thanthe 7.9% increase seeninthe South Eastand England.

Withinthe Neighbourhood Planarea, 30.7% of residentsare aged 60+. This is similar to the averagein
Chichester District (31.9%), butis higherthanthe national average of 22.3%. The level of the
populationwithinthe 24-44 agerangeis significantly lower than the regional average of 26.5% andthe
national average of 27.5%. The proportion of residents withinthe 16-24 age range in the parish (6.6%)
is significantly lowerthanlocally (10.0%), regionally (11.2%) and nationally (11.9%).

Census statistics measure deprivation across four ‘dimensions’ of deprivation, summarized below:

o  Employment: Anypersoninthe household (nota full-time student) thatis eitherunemployed or
long-term sick.

e Education:No personinthe householdhas atleastalevel 2 qualificationandno personaged 16-
18is afull-time student.

e Health and Disability: Any personin the household that has generally 'bad’ or 'very bad' health, or
has along term health problem.

e Housing The householdaccommodationis either overcrowded (withan occupancy rating of -1 or
less), ina shared dwelling or has no central heating.

4% Select Committee on Public Service and Demographic Change (2013) Ready for Ageing? [online] available at:
<

> lastaccessed [03/02/17]
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Based onthe mostrecentlyavailable census data, 40.2% of households within the Parish are deprived
insomeway. This is significantly lower than the average for Chichester District (51.4%), the South East
(52.3%) andEngland(57.5%). The householdsdeprived in 1, 2,3, and 4 dimensions are also lowerin
each categorythanthe district, South Eastand England equivalents.

TheIndex of Multiple Deprivation 2015 (IMD) is an overallrelative measure of deprivation constructed
by combining seven domains of deprivation according to their respective weights, asdescribed below.
The seven deprivationdomains are as follows:

e Income: The proportion of the population experiencing deprivation relating to lowincome,
including those individuals that are out-of-workand those that are in work but who have low
earnings (satisfyingthe respective meanstests).

o Employment: The proportionofthe working-age populationinanarea involuntarily excluded from
the labour market, including those individuals who wouldlike to work butare unable to do sodue
to unemployment, sickness or disability, or caring responsibilities.

e  Education, Skills and Training: The lack of attainment and skills in the local population.

e Health Deprivation and Disability: The risk of premature death and the impairment of quality of life
through poor physical or mental health. Morbidity, disability and premature mortality are also
considered, excluding the aspects of behaviour or environment that may be predictive of future
health deprivation.

e  Crime: Theriskof personal and materialvictimisation atlocal level.

e Barriers to Housing and Services: The physical and financial accessibility of housingandlocal
services, withindicators categorisedin two sub-domains.

1. 'Geographical Barriers' relating to the physical proximity of local services
2. 'Wider Barriers" relating to access to housing, such as affordability.

e Living Environment: The quality of the local environment, with indicatorsfalling categorisedin two
sub-domains.

3. Indoors Living Environment' measures the quality of housing.
4. 'Outdoors Living Environment' measuresair quality and road traffic accidents.

Two supplementaryindices (subsets of the Income deprivation domains), are alsoincluded:

e Income Deprivation Affecting Children Index: The proportion of all childrenaged 0 to 15 livingin
income deprived families.

e Income Deprivation Affecting Older People Index: The proportion of allthose aged 60 or overwho
experienceincome deprivation.

Lower Super Output Areas (LSOASs) are a geographic hierarchy designed to improve the reporting of
small area statistics inEngland and Wales. They are standardized geographies designedto be as
consistentinpopulationas possible, with each LSOA containing approximately 1,000 to 1,500 people.
Inrelationto the IMD 2015,LSOAsare ranked out of the 32,844 in Englandand Wales, with 1 beingthe
mostdeprived. Ranksare normalized into deciles, with a value of 1 reflecting the top 10% most
deprived LSOAs in England and Wales (see Table 7.4).

There are two LSOASs thatare either fully or partially in the Neighbourhood Plan area: Analysis of the
data presented in Table 7.4 below reveals the following inferences:

General Trends

LSOA E01031502 Chichester 001A: Covers a small portion of the Neighbourhood Plan area, including
several residential propertiesin the village of Ifold. Inthis area there are very low levels of deprivation
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witha very lowrisk of crime, and high levels of education skillsand training, there are also highincomes
inthe area along with high levels of employment. However there are significant barriers to housingand
services, particularlywith regard to geography and the lack of services inthe immediate area.

LSOA E01031503 Chichester 001B: Coversthe vast majority of the Neighbourhood Plan area except
fora small area to the eastof Ifold.Inthis LSOAthere are very low levels of deprivation, with highlevels
ofincome and employment, as well aslow levels of children livinginincome deprived families. There
arealso highlevels of depravation where access to services is considered.

Similarities between the LSOAs

Both LSOAs performedwell,in Chichester 001A 14 of the 16 factors considered wereinthetop 30%
leastdeprived deciles, with the othertwo- barriers to housingand services,and the geographical
barriers sub-domain performing poorly, both within the top 20% most deprived. With Chichester 0018,
13 ofthe 16 factors performed inthe top 30% least deprived deciles.

Contrasts between the LSOAs

Thetwo LSOAs were very similaracrossall factors, except for the Indoors sub -domain, where the
housing was of poorer quality in Chichester 001B when compared with Chichester 00 1A. Whilst
poorerthan Chichester 001A, the quality of housingin Chichester 001B was still within the top 50%
least deprived deciles.

The majority of houses in the Neighbourhood Plan area (88.6%) own theirownhome outright orwitha
mortgage (Figure 7.1),this is significantly higher than the averages for Chichester District (67.1%), the
South East(67.6%) and England (63.3%). Thelevels of social and private rented properties in Plaistow
and Ifold (4.9% and 4.4% respectively) are muchlower than the averages for Chichester District (14.9%
forboth social rentedand private rented) as wellas regionally and nationally.

Withregards to the mostrecentlyavailable census data (Figure 7.2), 11.9% of residentswithinthe
NeighbourhoodPlan area have no qualifications, a percentage whichis significantly lower than the
averages for Chichester District (19.5%), the South East (19.1%)and England (22.5%). Thisis reflected
inthe data forthose residents within the Neighbourhood Plan area with level 4 qualifications (4 1.2%),
when compared with Chichester District (32.4%), the South East (30.0%) andthe national average
(27.4%).

In the Neighbourhood Plan area there is a significantly higher proportion of residents (aged 16 to 74)
employed as managers, directors and senior officials (21.1%) when compared with the local, regional
and national averages (14.2%, 12.3%and 10.9% respectively), this may be a reflection ofthe
educational trends previously discussed. There are far fewer residents employed as process
plant/machine operatives, in sales and customer service occupationsand in caring, leisure and other
services, when compared to Chichester District, South Eastand national averages.

The population of the Neighbourhood Plan areais likely to age. This has the potentialto have
implications for the delivering of community facilities, including health services.

Levels of deprivationinthe Neighbourhood Plan area are likely to remain low, with only geographical
barriers preventing accessto services beinga concern. The suitability of housingforlocal
requirements depends in part onthe successful implementation of policies outlinedinthe Adopted
Chichester Local Plan: Key Policies 2014-2019 and the PIPNP.
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Keymessages from the NPPF include:
e Thesocialrole ofthe planning system involves ‘supporting vibrantand healthy communities’.

e Acoreplanning principleis to ‘take account of and supportlocal strategies to improve health,
social and culturalwellbeing for all.

e  Theplanning system can playanimportantrole infacilitating socialinteractionand creating
healthy, inclusive communities'

e Promotetheretentionand development of local services and community facilities such aslocal
shops, meetingplaces, sports venues, cultural buildings, public housesand places of worship.

e  Setoutthe strategic policiesto deliver the provision of health facilities.

e Accesstohighqualityopenspacesand opportunitiesforsportand recreationcan make an
important contribution to the health and well-being of communities.

In relation to other key national messages in relation to health, Fair Society, Healthy Lives *° (The
Marmot Review') investigated healthinequalities in England and the actions neededin orderto tackle
them. Subsequently, a supplementary reportwas prepared providingadditional evidence relatingto
spatial planningand health onthe basis thatthat thereis: “overwhelming evidence thathealthand
environmental inequalities are inexorably linked and that poor environments contribute significantly to
poorhealthand healthinequalities”.

Theincreasing role thatlocal level authorities are expectedto playin providing health outcomes is
demonstrated by recent governmentlegislation. The Healthand Social Care Act 2012 transferred
responsibility for public health fromthe NHS to local government, givinglocal authorities a duty to
improve the health of the people who live in theirareas. Thiswill require a more holistic approach to
healthacross all local government functions.

The West Sussex Joint Strategic Needs Assessment (2014)%" was written to describe the currentand
future health, social care andwellbeing needs of the local population. The overarching themes of the
JSNA arelisted below;

e Theimportance of starting well;

e Preventionand resilienceinrelationto individuals, families and communities; and

e  Co-morbidity/clustering of conditionsand behaviours.

The West Sussex JSNA is currently under review, with updates to be made inthe near future.

Healthand Well-beingis one of the key visions of the Adopted Chichester Local Strategy, with the
following objectives;

e  Encouragehealthyand activelifestyles forall;

e Aculturally enriched and empowered community;
e Theneedsofanolderpopulation;

e Accessible healthand wellbeingservices; and

. Health Protection.

%0 The Marmot Review (2011) The Marmot Review: Implications for Spatial Planning [online] available to download from:

< > last accessed [27/01/17]
1 West Sussex County Council (2014) Joint Strategic Needs Assessment [online] available to access via:
< > last accessed [11/05/17]
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As showninFigure 8.1 there are high levels of ‘very good health' withinthe PIPNP area, 54.6%,
compared with 47.6%in Chichester,49.0%inthe South Eastand 47.2% average for England. Fewer
residents inthe PIPNP reported having ‘'bad health' or ‘very bad health’- 2.6% compared with 4.3%in
ChichesterDistrict, 4.4%in the South Eastand 5.4% average nationally. The lower than average levels
of ‘bad health'and ‘very bad health’, align with the disability data presentedin Table 8.1, with fewer
residents inthe PIPNP area reportingthemselvesto be limited by disability when compared with the
local, regionaland nationalaverages.

The healthand well-beinglevels within the Neighbourhood Plan area are good, with higher numbers of
residents having ‘very good health’when compared with otherlocal, regionaland nationalaverages. A
growing population within the Neighbourhood Plan area might face future pressures on health services
inthe area.

Ongoing cuts to community services have the potentialto lead to effects on healthand wellbeing over
the long term.

Obesityis seenas anincreasingissue by health professionals, and one that will contribute to
significant healthimpacts onindividuals, including increasing the risk of a range of diseases, including
heart disease, diabetes and some forms of cancer.

Europeanand UK transport policies and plans place emphasis onthe modernisation and sustainability
ofthe transportnetwork. Specific objectivesinclude reducing pollutionand road congestionthrough
improvements to public transport, walkingand cycling networks and reducing the need to travel.
National policyalso focuses onthe need forthe transport network to support sustainable economic
growth.

Atthe local level, each Local Transport Authority in Englandand Wales has a statutory duty to produce
and adopta Local Transport Planthroughthe Local Transport Act 2000, as amended by the Local
TransportAct2008.

The main objective of the West Sussex Transport Plan 2011 -2026°2 is to improve the quality of life for
the people of West Sussex by helpingto provide

e Ahighqualitytransport network that promotesa competitive and prosperous economyinall
parts of the County

e Aresilienttransport network that complementsthe builtand natural environmentwhilstreducing
carbonemissionsovertime

e Accesstosenvices, employmentandhousing

e Atransportnetworkthat feels, and is, saferand healthier to use.

52 West Sussex County Council (2011) West Sussex Transport Plan 2011-2016 [online] available via:
< > last accessed [11/05/17]
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Policy 39; Transport, Accessibility and Parking of the Adopted Chichester Local Plan: Key Policies
2014-2019lists arange of conditions that development must meet to be granted planning
permission. These are as follows;

e Alldevelopmentprovidesforthe access andtransport demands they create, through provision of
necessaryimprovements to transport networks, servicesand facilities, either directly by the
developerorindirectlyin the form of financial contributions;

e Developmentislocated and designed to minimise additional traffic generationand movement,
and should not create oraddto problems of safety, congestion, air pollution, or other damage to
the environment;

e Theproposal has safe and adequate means of accessand internal circulation/turning
arrangements for all modes of transport relevant to the proposal;

e Theproposal encouragesdevelopmentthatcanbeaccessedby sustainable modes of transport,
inpart, through the creation of links between new development and existing pedestrian, cycle and
public transport networks;

e Theproposal provides forsafe, easyand direct movement forthose with mobil ity difficulties;
e Theproposal does notcreate residual cumulative impacts which are severe;and

e Proposals provide for high quality linkage direct fromthe development to the broadband network.

There are no railway stations within the Neighbourhood Planarea. The nearest stations are at
Haslemere and Billingshurst.

Haslemererailway stationis 6km to the west of Neighbourhood Plan area; howeveritis 11kmfrom
Plaistow village and 12.5km from Ifold settlement. Billingshurst station is approximately 7km south of
the NeighbourhoodPlanarea, butis 8. 5km fromlfold and 10km from Plaistow.

Haslemere railway stationislocated onthe Londonto Portsmouth railway line, with four trains perhour
to London Waterloo, two of which are fast services. Stations preceding from the London direction are
Godalming, Witley and Guildford, and following stations in the Portsmouth direction are Liphook and
Petersfield.

Billingshurstrailway stationis operated by Southernand lieson the Arun Valley Line. There are
generallytwo trains perhourto London Victoria and two trains per hour to Bognor Regis. Preceding
stations are Horshamand Christs Hospital,and the following stationis Pulborough.

Bus services inthe NeighbourhoodPlan areaare runby Compass Travel. Bus 66 travels from Loxwood
to Horsham, stopping at Plaistow, Wisborough Green and Billingshurst. The busruns one route on
Mondays and Thursdays only. Bus 69 runs onejourney every Tuesday and Thursday from Alfold to
Worthing, stopping at Loxwood, Wisborough Green Billingshurstand Pulborough. Both routes stop at
Ifold Stores and Plaistow Church.

However, this serviceis not scheduled, andis dependentondemand. Assuchthere are anumber of
taxi services which provide ‘on-demand’ services in the Neighbourhood Planarea.

Theroad network comprisesa network of minorroadsand countrylanes, sometimeswith narrow
passingplaces. Thereareno A or Broads within the Neighbourhood Plan area.
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Many roads within the Neighbourhood Plan areaare narrow country lanes; these often donothave
pavements and canbe unsuitable for pedestrian use.

There are a range of footpaths in the area, with the Sussex Border Path running along the northern
boundary of the PIPNP area. There are alsofootpaths joining Plaistow with Ifold, as well as paths
leading southto Kirdfordand routes west into the South Downs National Park.

Withregard to access to vehicles within the Neighbourhood Plan area the proportion of households
withno access to a car(3.5%) is significantly lower than the average for Chichester District (15.6%), the
South East(18.6%)and England (25.8%). A significantly higher number of householdshave accessto
two or more cars (7 3.4%) when compared with Chichester District (42.3%), the South East (39.7%) and
England (32.1%). The highlevel of carsin the PIPNP perhouseholdis likely to be due to the rural nature
of the areaand poorpublic transport links.

Based onthe mostrecent census data, the mostpopular method of travelingto workin the PIPNP is
via driving a car orvan (42.8%), higher thanthe averages for Chichester District (39.7%) and the
average for England (36.9%). After driving, the most second most popular method of travelling to work
inthe PIPNP area is to work from home, with the value of 10.7%, higher than the averages for
Chichester District (6.2%), the South East (4.5%) and the nationalaverage of 6.9%. Only 0.3% of
residents within the Neighbourhood Plan area travel to work via bus or coach.

New development has the potential to increase traffic and cause congestion within the
NeighbourhoodPlanarea, particularly considering the narrow lanes which run through the area.

Publictransportuse has the potential to remain low compared with private car use; this likely to be due
to the infrequent nature of the services provided withinthe area. Thereis potentialto increase
sustainable transportuse and active travel such as cycling.

Thereis the potential for the number of people working fromhome in Plaistow and Ifold to significantly
increase due to modernworking patterns such asagile and flexible working.
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