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d i s m i s s e d

B i o d i v e r s i t y  b o o s t s

G r e e n  S p a c e s :  w e  n e e d
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S a f e r  B u s  S t o p s  p r o j e c t
c o m p l e t e

U s e f u l  p h o n e  n u m b e r s

W i n t e r  Q u i z  

Your  Par i sh  Counci l  i s  p leased  to  repor t  tha t  the
appea l s  aga ins t  Chiches ter  Dis t r i c t  Counci l ’ s
dec i s ion  to  re fuse  p lanning  consent  for  the
content ious  deve lopments  a t  Crouchlands  Farm,
deta i led  wi th in  three  separa te  p lanning
appl ica t ions ,  encompass ing  hous ing ,  commerc ia l   
and  rura l  tour i sm fac i l i t i e s ,  have  a l l  been
re jec ted  by  the  P lanning  Inspectora te .  Inspector
Guy Davies  de l ivered  the  dec i s ion  on  November
28 ,  2024 ,  fo l lowing  an  extens ive  12-day  publ ic
inquiry  which  was  he ld  over  the  f i r s t  three
weeks  of  October .
 
T h e  P r o p o s a l s
 
The  appea l s  were  lodged  by  Ar temis  Land and
Agr icu l ture  L imi ted  aga ins t  Chiches ter  Dis t r i c t
Counci l  for  three  re la ted  pro jec t s :

Appea l  A :  Cons truc t ion  of  108  houses  wi th
landscaping  and  assoc ia ted  infras t ruc ture .

1 .

Appea l  B :  Regenera t ion  of  the  farm into  a
mixed-use  rura l  enterpr i se ,  fea tur ing  re ta i l
spaces ,  commerc ia l  accommodat ion  and
glamping .

2 .

Appea l  C :  An  out l ine  appl ica t ion  for  a  major
hous ing  deve lopment  of  up  to  492  homes  wi th
an  educat ion  fac i l i ty  and  recrea t iona l  spaces .

3 .

 
Despi te  the  d i f fer ing  spec i f i c s  o f  each  proposa l ,
they  were  cons idered  as  a  s ing le  scheme due  to
the ir  in terconnected  nature .
 
K e y  I s s u e s
 

The  Inspector  ident i f ied  severa l  c r i t i ca l
concerns  tha t  l ed  to  the  re jec t ion  of  a l l  three
appea l s :
Locat ion  and  Access ib i l i ty :  The  proposed
deve lopment  was  deemed unsus ta inab le  due  to
i t s  i so la ted  rura l  loca t ion .  The  Inspector  ru led
i t  was  incons i s tent  wi th  the  spat ia l  s t ra tegy
out l ined  in  the  Chiches ter  Loca l  P lan ,  which
pr ior i t i ses  deve lopment  near  ex i s t ing
se t t lements  wi th  adequate  infras t ruc ture .
Impact  on  Landscape  and  Her i tage :  The
proposed  deve lopments  would  s igni f i cant ly
a l ter  the  rura l  charac ter  of  the  h i s tor ica l ly
sens i t ive  loca l  l andscape .  Addi t iona l ly ,  there
were  concerns  about  adverse  e f fec t s  on  nearby
l i s ted  bui ld ings ,  inc luding  the  Grade  I I - l i s ted
Crouchland  House .

( contd . )
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C R O U C H L A N D S
( c o n t i n u e d  f r o m  P a g e  1 )

 Water  Neutra l i ty :  The  deve lopment  fa i led  to
demonstra te  compl iance  wi th  water  neutra l i ty
requirements  es sent ia l  to  protec t  the  Arun
Val ley ’ s  eco log ica l  s i te s .  The  Inspector  noted
a  l ack  of  v iab le  of f se t t ing  schemes  to  mi t iga te
increased  water  demand.
F lood  Risk  and  Dra inage :  Surface  water
f looding  r i sks  and  insuf f ic ient  dra inage
so lut ions  were  c i ted  as  unreso lved  i s sues  for
par t s  o f  the  s i te .
Eco log ica l  and  Environmenta l  Concerns :  The
deve lopments  ra i sed  r i sks  to  loca l  wi ld l i fe
habi ta t s  and  protec ted  ba t  spec ies ,  a s  we l l  a s
potent ia l  hea l th  r i sks  resu l t ing  f rom lagoon 3
which  i s  loca ted  ad jacent  to  e lements  of  the
proposed  scheme.
Highway  Safe ty :  Whi le  some t ranspor t
improvements  were  proposed  there  remained
unreso lved  des ign  i s sues  and  the  long- term
sus ta inabi l i ty  of  proposed  bus  serv ices  was
deemed inadequate .

 
T h e  D e c i s i o n

Al l  three  appea l s  were  d i smissed ,  wi th  the
Inspector  conc luding  tha t  the  deve lopments
conf l i c ted  wi th  mul t ip le  po l ic ies  in  the
Chiches ter  Loca l  P lan  and  the  Nat iona l  P lanning
Pol icy  Framework  (NPPF) .  Whi le  acknowledging
potent ia l  soc io-economic  benef i t s ,  inc luding
hous ing  de l ivery  and  rura l  bus iness
opportuni t ies ,  the  Inspector  found these  were
outweighed  by  the  s ign i f i cant  environmenta l ,
log i s t i ca l  and  pol icy  conf l i c t s .
 
 
The  dec i s ion  wi l l  be  a  s ign i f i cant  b low to
Artemis  Land and  Agr icu l ture ,  and  i t s  u l t imate
owner  Pr ime Hold ings  Ltd  ( reg i s tered  in  Mal ta ) ,
which  had  promoted  the  scheme under  the
banner  of  rura l  regenera t ion .  Your  Par i sh
Counci l ,  which  had  made  s t rong  and  deta i led
representa t ions  aga ins t  the  p lanning
appl ica t ions ,  has  we lcomed the  ru l ing ,  and
par t icu lar ly  the  acknowledgement  tha t  our
i so la ted  rura l  loca t ion  makes  any  such
deve lopment  unsus ta inab le  and  tha t  the  area ’ s
unique  charac ter ,  b iodivers i ty ,  t ranqui l l i ty  and
his tor ic  in tegr i ty  warrant  protec t ion .
 
The  Par i sh  Counci l  would  hope  tha t  these
appea l s  se t  a  precedent  for  s imi lar  unwarranted
and opportunis t  p lanning  proposa l s  not  jus t  in
our  Par i sh  but  in  a l l  the  rura l  Par i shes  wi th in
the  North  of  the  Chiches ter  Dis t r i c t .

In  mid-December  before  the  weather  was  too
fros ty ,  the  Biodivers i ty  Working  Group p lanted
four  Old  Var ie t ies  o f  Apple  Tree  a t  the  entrance
to  Nel l  Ba l l  to  form a  smal l  Communi ty  Orchard
funded  by  Chiches ter  Dis t r i c t  Counci l .  The  t rees
are  graf ted  onto  smal l  p lant  root  s tock  and  won ’ t
grow too  b ig  but  in  a  few years ’  t ime  we  hope
everyone  wi l l  be  ab le  to  en joy  the  f ru i t s  o f  the i r
labour .  Amongs t  the  apple  they  p lanted  a  Haze l
to  provide  var ie ty  and  in  due  course  fur ther
mater ia l  for  dead  hedges .  

C O M M U N I T Y  O R C H A R D

I f  you  would  l ike  to  jo in  the  Biodivers i ty
Working  Group -  or  i f  you  have  any  ideas  for
smal l  b iodivers i ty-enhanc ing  pro jec t s  around
the  Par i sh  -  p lease  contac t  the  Clerk .

I f  you  would  l ike  to  rece ive  emai l  a ler t s  f rom
the  Neighbourhood Watch  group ,  p lease
emai l  phi l l ip luf f@me.com.

N E I G H B O U R H O O D  W A T C H

The Group has  a l so  prepared  for  the  crea t ion  of
a  dead  hedge  a t  the  edge  of  P la i s tow Vi l l age
Green ,  the  dead  hedge  wi l l  both  provide  a  r i ch
habi ta t  for  wi ld l i fe  and  a l so  protec t  our
wonderfu l  Sess i le  Oak .

mailto:phillipluff@me.com
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W H I C H  A R E  Y O U R
F A V O U R I T E  G R E E N  S P A C E S ?
As  we  cont inue  to  work  on  the  Neighbourhood
Plan ,  we  have  the  opportuni ty  to  ident i fy  Loca l
Green  Spaces  tha t  are  va lued  by  the  communi ty
and should  be  g iven  a  degree  of  protec t ion  as  a
resu l t .  A  l i s t  o f  potent ia l  Loca l  Green  Spaces  was
ident i f ied  severa l  years  ago  and  i s  now be ing
rev iewed:

I n  I f o l d  

Loxwoodhi l l s  Pond ,  The  Dr ive  
Anc ient  Woodland  in  the  Centre  of  I fo ld  
Landmark  Oak  Tree  a t  the  entrance  to  The
Drive

 
I n  P l a i s t o w

Pla i s tow Recrea t ion  Ground 
Cox ’ s  Pond (P la i s tow v i l l age  pond)  Loxwood
Road
‘Foxf ie lds ’  footba l l  f i e ld ,  Dunsfo ld  Road
Nel l  Ba l l  Hi l l  and  Tr ig  Point ,  Dunsfo ld  Road
Pla i s tow Preschool  P layground,  Winter ton
Hal l

 
I n  S h i l l i n g l e e

Shi l l ing lee  Road  Junct ion  Traf f i c  I s l and

What  do  you  th ink  of  th i s  l i s t ?  The  cr i ter ia  se t
out  in  the  Nat iona l  P lanning  Pol icy  Framework
are  tha t  the  space  should  be :

( a )  in  reasonably  c lose  proximity  to  the
communi ty  i t  serves ;

(b )  demonstrab ly  spec ia l  to  a  loca l  communi ty
and holds  a  par t i cu lar  loca l  s ign i f i cance ,  for
example  because  of  i t s  beauty ,  h i s tor ic
s igni f i cance ,  recrea t iona l  va lue  ( inc luding  as  a
p lay ing  f ie ld ) ,  t ranqui l l i ty  or  r i chness  of  i t s
wi ld l i fe ;  and

(c )  loca l  in  charac ter  and  i s  not  an  extens ive
trac t  o f  l and .

Do these  s i te s  meet  those  cr i ter ia ?  Are  there
other  green  spaces  tha t  you  would  l ike  to  see
protec ted  and  which  meet  the  cr i ter ia ?  P lease  le t
us  know your  thoughts  by  contac t ing  the  Clerk
(contac t  de ta i l s  on  page  1 ) .

D o  y o u  k n o w  s o m e o n e  w h o  w o u l d  l i k e  a  p a p e r  c o p y  o f  t h i s  n e w s l e t t e r ?  P e r h a p s  a  n e i g h b o u r  w h o  d o e s n ’ t  h a v e
a c c e s s  t o  t h e  i n t e r n e t ?  P a p e r  c o p i e s  a r e  a v a i l a b l e  o n  r e q u e s t  f r o m  t h e  C l e r k  ( c o n t a c t  d e t a i l s  o n  p 1 ) .  

P A P E R  C O P I E S  O F  T H I S  N E W S L E T T E R

C O M M E M O R A T I V E  B E N C H
F O R  R E T I R E D  C O U N C I L L O R
David  Ribbens  served  as  a  Par i sh  Counci l lor  for
P la i s tow and  I fo ld  for  27  years  before  he  re t i red .
His  long  serv ice  to  the  communi ty  was
ce lebra ted  in  November  l a s t  year  by  the  opening
of  an  inscr ibed  bench  a t  Coxes  Pond ,  P la i s tow.

Alongs ide  the  new I fo ld  bus  she l ter ,  the
Biodivers i ty  Working  Group has  a l so  been  busy
in  the  conservat ion  area ,  c lear ing   vegeta t ion
which  had  grown over  the  summer  and  p lant ing
of  bu lbs  for  the  spr ing .  Those  bu lbs  p lanted
inc lude  sc i l l a ,  anemone  and  hyanc inthoides :

I F O L D  P L A N T I N G



USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS
Plaistow & Ifold Parish Council  01403 839300 General advice

Southern Water 0330 303 0368 Water supply issues and Sewage spill

Scottish & Southern Power 105 In the event of a power cut

Telephone - landline/broadband 0330 1234 150 BT Telephone & Broadband issues

West Sussex CC 01243 642105 Tree fall/pothole- immediate risk to safety

Highways Flooding 01243 642105 Emergency reporting only

Environment agency 0800 807 0600 Contamination & Emergencies

Police 101 Non -emergency

NHS 111 Non -emergency

Safeguarding helpline 0303 003 1111  

Samaritans 116 123  

Domestic Abuse 080 8200 0247  

RSPCA 0300 1234 999  

Hospital
01483 571 122 Royal Surrey

01243 788 122 St Richards

Loxwood Doctors Surgery 01403 752246  

Chiddingfold Doctors Surgery 01428 683174  

Plaistow Primary School 01403 871275  
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The most  recent  addi t ion  to  the  Safer  Bus  S tops
Pro jec t  i s  the   she l ter  next  to  The  Sun in
Pla i s tow.

Huge  thanks  are  due  to  the  WSCC Volunteers ,
l ed  by  Darren  Rol fe ,  who bui l t  and  ins ta l led  both
th i s  bus  she l ter  and  the  one  by  I fo ld  S tores ,
comple ted  ear l ier  in  the  year .  Whi le  a l l  the  work
was  carr ied  out  for  f ree  by  the  vo lunteers ,
funding  for  the  mater ia l s  was  provided   by
Chiches ter  Dis t r i c t  Counci l ’ s  New Homes  Bonus .  

P L A I S T O W  B U S  S H E L T E R

Every  year  the  Par i sh  Counci l  se t s  a s ide  some
of  i t s  budget  to  support  Loca l  Organisa t ions
through grant  funding .

I f  you  would  represent  an  organisa t ion  tha t
would  l ike  to  be  cons idered  for  a  grant ,
p lease  submit  your  appl ica t ion  as  soon  as  you
can  in  January  for  cons idera t ion  a t  the
Counci l ’ s  F inance  Commit tee  Meet ing  in
Apr i l  2025 .

Deta i l s  o f  how to  apply  can  be  found on  the
Par i sh  Counci l ’ s  webs i te  grant  page
ht tps : / /www.p la i s towandi fo ld-
pc .gov .uk/grants

Las t  year  funding  was  provided  amongs t
other  pro jec t s  to :

P la i s tow Preschool  for  an  outdoor  canopy
Winter ton  Hal l  for  roof  repa ir s
The  Guides  for  a  gazebo
Kirdford  Church  for  churchyard
maintenance
Kel sey  Hal l  for  l ight ing  and  f i r s t  a id
courses

D E A D L I N E  F O R  G R A N T
A P P L I C A T I O N S

https://www.plaistowandifold-pc.gov.uk/grants
https://www.plaistowandifold-pc.gov.uk/grants


ques t ions  and  co loured  ba l l  ques t ions .  The  red
ba l l  ques t ions  are  des igned  to  be  re la t ive ly  easy
(a l though I  fu l ly  apprec ia te  tha t  the  term ‘easy ’
depends  on  whether  you  know the  answer ! )  The
coloured  ba l l  ques t ions  carry  increas ing  va lues
s tar t ing  a t  2  point s  for  the  ye l low ba l l  ques t ion ,
r i s ing  to  7  po int s  for  the  b lack  ba l l  ques t ion .  As
you ’d  expect ,  the  degree  of  d i f f i cu l ty  of  the
ques t ions  ( in  my humble  opin ion)  ge t s  grea ter  a s
you  progress  through the  co loured  ba l l  ques t ions
but  there ’ s  another  ca tch :  in  order  to  score  the
points  on  the  co loured  ba l l  ques t ions  you  must
get  the  immedia te  preceding  red  ba l l  ques t ion
correc t  or ,  to  put  i t  in  ‘ snooker  par lance ’ ,  you
must  ‘pot  a  red  ba l l ’  before  you  ‘pot  a  co loured
ba l l ’ .  The  maximum score  you  can  achieve  i f  you
‘c lear  the  tab le ’  i s  33  point s ;  however ,  i f  you  ge t ,
say ,  the  th i rd  red  ba l l  ques t ion  wrong  you  can ’ t
c la im the  4  point s  for  the  brown ba l l  ques t ion
even  i f  you  ge t  i t  r ight .  But  tha t  doesn ’ t  mean  an
end to  your  f rame bui ld ing .  I f  you  ge t  every
other  ques t ion  correc t  apar t  f rom the  th i rd  red
ba l l  ques t ion  then  your  score  wi l l  be :
1+2+1+3+0+0+1+5+1+6+1+7  =  28  point s .

You  can  f ind  o ther  quizzes  -  and  the  answers  to
th i s  one  -  on  the  Quiz  tab  of  the  Par i sh  Counci l
webs i te .  (This  quiz  i s  the  'Winter  2025
News le t ter '  qu iz . )
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W I N T E R  Q U I Z
Hel lo !  C l l r .  Doug  Brown
here  aga in  wi th  another   o f
my ‘ f rame bui lder ’  qu izzes ,
which  you  should  be
fami l iar  wi th  f rom prev ious
news- le t ters .  Scor ing  i s
based  around a  game of
snooker ,  wi th  red  ba l l  

R e d  b a l l  q u e s t i o n  ( a l l  r e d  b a l l  q u e s t i o n s

c a r r y  1  p o i n t ) :  I n  t h e  D i s n e y  f i l m  S n o w

W h i t e  a n d  t h e  S e v e n  D w a r f s ,  w h i c h  i s  t h e

o n l y  d w a r f  w i t h o u t  a  b e a r d ?

1 .

Y e l l o w  b a l l  q u e s t i o n  ( 2  p o i n t s ) :  W h a t  i s  t h e

n a m e  o f  t h e  v i l l a g e  i n  B i r m i n g h a m  s e t  u p  b y

t h e  C a d b u r y  f a m i l y  t o  h o u s e  w o r k e r s  a t  t h e i r

c h o c o l a t e  f a c t o r y ?

2 .

R e d  b a l l  q u e s t i o n :  W h o  f o u n d e d  T h e  B o y

S c o u t s ?

3 .

G r e e n  b a l l  q u e s t i o n  ( 3  p o i n t s ) :  W h a t  n a m e  i s

g i v e n  t o  a  m o u n t a i n  i n  S c o t l a n d  w i t h  a

h e i g h t  o f  m o r e  t h a n  3 , 0 0 0  f e e t ?

4 .

R e d  b a l l  q u e s t i o n :  W h a t  i s  t h e  c a p i t a l  o f

S a u d i  A r a b i a ?

5 .

B r o w n  b a l l  q u e s t i o n  ( 4  p o i n t s ) :  W h a t  i s  t h e

n a m e  c o m m o n l y  g i v e n  t o  t h e  a l l e g e d  r e m a i n s

o f  a n  e a r l y  h u m a n  f o u n d  i n  E a s t  S u s s e x  i n

1 9 1 2 ?

6 .

R e d  b a l l  q u e s t i o n :  U n d e r  w h a t  n a m e  d i d

w r e s t l e r  S h i r l e y  C r a b t r e e  o p e r a t e ?

7 .

B l u e  b a l l  q u e s t i o n  ( 5  p o i n t s ) :   T h e  n a m e  o f

w h i c h  E u r o p e a n  C o u n t r y  t r a n s l a t e s  i n t o

E n g l i s h  a s  ‘ B l a c k  M o u n t a i n ’ ?       

8 .

R e d  b a l l  q u e s t i o n :  I n  t h e  w o r l d  o f  p u b l i c

f i n a n c e ,  w h a t  d o  t h e  l e t t e r s  H M R C  s t a n d  f o r ?

9 .

P i

n k  b a l l  q u e s t i o n  ( 6  p o i n t s ) :  I n  h e r a l d r y ,

w h i c h  c o l o u r  i s  r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  s a b l e ?

10 .

R e d  b a l l  q u e s t i o n :  W h a t  w a s  t h e  s u r n a m e  o f

t h e  m a n  w h o  i n v e n t e d  t h e  p n e u m a t i c  t y r e ?

1 1 .

B l a c k  b a l l  q u e s t i o n  ( 7  p o i n t s ) :  W h a t  i s  t h e

n a m e  o f  t h e  I s r a e l i  P a r l i a m e n t ?

12 .

T H I N G S  T O  D O  T O  E N C O U R A G E  B I O D I V E R S I T Y  I N
Y O U R  G A R D E N  D U R I N G  T H E  W I N T E R

Clean  b i rd  feeders  and  tab les  regular ly  and  s tock  wi th  peanuts ,  sunf lower  hear t s ,  seeds  and  fa t
ba l l s .
Provide  water  –  a  b i rd  ba th  or  pond ,  ensur ing  i t  doesn ’ t  f reeze  over .
Leave  areas  of  l eaves  and  twigs  or  overgrown grass  for  insec t s  and  toads .
Crea te  log  or  s tone  p i les  or  bui ld  an  insec t  hote l !
Cons ider  leav ing  hedge  t r imming  unt i l  J an/Feb  as  they  provide  cosy  p laces  for  insec t s  when
wet  and  co ld .
Leave  p lants  unpruned  wi th  seed  heads  in tac t .
Crea te  nes t ing  s i te s -  b i rd  and  bat  boxes-  c lean  out  b i rd  boxes  jus t  before  spr ing .
Reduce  ar t i f i c ia l  l ight ing  in  garden  as  i t  d i s rupts  nocturna l  an imals  dur ing  winter  in
par t i cu lar .
Check  bonf i res  for  hedgehogs  and  smal l  an imals  before  l ight ing .
P lant  winter  f lower ing  honeysuck le ,  he l lebores  and  Mahonia  or  na t ive  t rees  wi th  winter
berr ies .
Avoid  chemica l s  for  obvious  reasons !
Mulch  f lower  beds  to  insu la te  so i l  but  l eave  bare  pa tches  for  so l i tary  bees  to  bury  and  h ide  in .

https://www.plaistowandifold-pc.gov.uk/Quiz

